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Congress adjourned on the 4th inst. after a tedious 
session, much of the time of which was consumed by dis- 
cussions on points of order, appeals from the decision of 
the chair, and the calling of yeas and nays on those ap- 
vents. 

The National Intelligencer of yesterday says— 

“The aggregate amount of appropriations made by 
the acts passed during the Jate session of congress is 
about thirty-five millions of dollars. Of this amount it 
is curious to see the very large proportion made for ob- 
jects connected with our Indian relations. For carrying 
into effect treaties or suppressing hostilities with the 
Indian tribes, (exclusive of the expenses of the army 
proper), the amount appropriated is more than thirteen 
million and a half of dollars. The appropriations for 
ihe army amount to four millions of dollars; for the 
navy, to six millions and a quarter; for fortifications, to 
nearly three millions; for harbors, to over one million; 
for the Cumberland road, six hundred thousand dollars; 
besides three millions of dollars for the civil list. 

“Notwithstanding this enormous amount of appropria- 
tions, there is no doubt that the surplus in the treasury 
on the first of January next, subject to distribution under 
the late act of congress, will exceed twenty millions of 
dollars. ”? 

Under the reorganization of the post office, deputy 
postmasters whose compensation exceed a certain amount, 
are to be appointed with the advice and consent of the 
senate. All the old officers, (except one), were nominat- 
ed to the senate and confirmed. The exception was in 
the N. York post office, to which Jonathan J. Coddington 
was appointed to supersede Samuel. L. Gouverneur. 


Mr. Cass. The Tutelligencer states on the authority 
of the Georgetown Metropolitan, that Mr. Cass, (pro- 
spectively appointed minister to France), will continue in 
charge of the war department until October; and that it 
isnot likely that there will be another appointment to 
fill the office of secretary of war after governor Cass re- 
tires, during the present administration. In which ease, 
io doubt, Mr. Harris, the chief clerk, will be acting se- 
cretary of war from October to March next. 

To this avowed determination on the part of the exe- 
cutive, (remarks the Intelligencer), the difficulty of se- 
lecting a successor to the present secretary has, doubtless, 
materially contributed. 


The Metropolitan, announces the recall of gen. Scott 
from the south, and adds—‘*This measure, it is under- 
stood, was rendered necessary by the unfortunate acer 
bity of feeling, operating to an extent prejudicial to the 
public interest, existing between this distinguished of- 
ficer and several other branches in the serviee.” = + 


APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, 
By and with the advice and consent of the senate. 

David Irvine, of Michigan, to be associate judge of the 
territory of Wisconsin. 

George Wolfe, of Pennsylvania, to be first comptrol- 
ler of the treasury of the United States, in the place of 
Joseph Anderson, resigned—to take effect on the Ist day 
of July, 1836. 

Robert W. Wells, of Missouri, to be judge of the U. 
States for the district of Missouri, in the place of James 
ll. Peek, deceased. 

Louis D. Henry, of N. Carolina, to be commissioner, 
John J. Mumford, of New York, to be secretary, Cor- 
elias Van Ness, of the District of Columbia, to be clerk, 
under the act to carry into effect the convention between 
Spain and the United States. . 

. John Randolph Clay, to be charge d'affaires of the U. 
vlates to Russia. 
Vou. L.—Sie. 22 





Benjamin Johnson, to be judge of the United States 
for the district of Arkansas. 

Thomas J. Lacey, to be attorney, and Elias Rector, 
to be marshal, of the United States for said district. 


ee 


THE puBtic mMonEY. The following is the statement 
from the treasury of the coudition of the deposite banks, 
in the aggregate, according to the returns therefrom 
nearest to the date of the Ist of June, from which it ap- 
pears that the amount of public money in deposite had 
risen to the enormous sum of forty-one millions of dollars! 


LIABILITIES OF THE BANKS. 


Cirenlation... ....... Ciavceate am 9 pipe phe . » «$27,967,152 40 
Treasurer of the United States.........+0+ 0s . «»*37,281 034 27 
Drcmmmedp eng ck REET OE EE a Pe PES 3,742.913 89 
Other depositeta.......0ccck ccccces a weeee.- 16,044,573 40 
SU AU PCL UV so Fis di'eet pwede ce APE 45 woe cee e 17,110,822 36 
Other liabilities. ..... ccc ccc cece ccs cecccncccees O,f00 004 oo 
PR GN eSGb sss VieMs ces eco s bee tec cscecctecc cM SIC ED OD 
Contingent fund.........0.0 000. Keaace Bessdesce EES 
SPORES BG HAND 4a she ic ceeds néteeVee iste deri 5,911,307 36 





$ 162,255,068 68 
MEANS TO MEET LIABILITIES. 


Loans and discounts....... 200 cesecces cocccces $71,282,463 OL 
DOMOCPTE BRPUANC . 0.00 2c cccccces coscee secees 37,150,578 54 
OPUS; cig icecdoccebswapseneuesece 64,995 99 
Real estat@s...........0.. en ak eahiias wana 1.892.342 27 
Due from DAAMB.. 0.0.0 cecccee babes sd caeeeeus 17,867.869 49 
Notes of other banks........ sede becdacuahew sees 10,982,790 42 
Specie i ei io iess i oeecécewBu¥re VERT Mite 10.450,415 13 
CET IPR OUMNIINE s 6. oa c doc vines cacdse Sete .«- 12,221,510 72 
PR NNOOE 3. . duuihs nd ebale-«6% jaien ee sp baswc cds save eee oe 





$162,255,068 68 


"8B Cte 
TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS—FIRST SESSION. 
SENATE. 


June 30. The vice president announeed that he should not 
resume the chair during the present session after this day. 

A message was received from the president of the United 
States, communicating a copy of a treaty of peace, navigation 
and commerce with the republic of Venezuela, signed in Janu- 
ary last. 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on finance reported with- 
out amendment an act supplementary to We act to regulate the 
deposites of the public money. 

Mr. Benton, in reference to the cause which prevented him 
from calling up the expunging resolution yesterday, said he 
left it to the senate to act in reference to it as they might think 

roper. 
. After a few remarks from Messrs. Preston, Clay and Benton 
the subject was dropped. 

[The remarks of Mr. Clay were as follows: : 

Mr. Clay said he would take the opportunity of saying that it 
had been his fixed purpose, considering the relation in which he 
stood to the resolution of March, 1834, and to the senate, as 
having offered it, to address the senate on the subject of it. 
He was particularly desirous to have vindicated the resolution 
in the assertion which it contained of the exercise of executive 
power in derogation from the constitution and laws of the U, 
States. After the fullest reflection, his judgment remained un- 
changed, that it was an exercise of illegal and unconstitutional 
power,and dangerous to the liberties of the people of this 
country. And, if he could have seen a snitable oecasion, 
after hearing all that could be urged against the resolution, he 
should have endeavored to maintain by argument that proposi- 
tion. But it has been so treated, from time to time, taken up 
and laid upon the table, the (last time to afford an opportunity 
to the present chief magistrate of an eastern state to deliver his 
sentiments upon it, when he, (Mr. Clay), was detained from 
the senate by the illness of a member of his family), that he 
has not seen a fit moment when he could, according to his 
sense of propriety, address the senate. 





*This includes the sum of $304,867 55 not then invested, 
arising from the sales of lands in the Chickasaw cession, and 
which, under the treaty, is to be invested for the benefit of that 
nation, leaving a balance of $36,976,166 72, without dedocting 
outatanding drafts on it not then reported as paid, equal to 
$3,972,000; this being deducted, the sum in these banks, subject 





to draft on the Ist of June, was $33,004,166 72. 
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It is now, as every senator must feel, entirely too late in the 
session, When important public business was pressing upon 
both houses, to protract the discussion upon this resolution. 
Mr. Clay was anxious to have brought forward, from the pre- 
sent democratic fountain in this country a precedent, on all 
substantial points directly applicable, against the process -of 
mutilating and expunging the journals of the senate. But, so- 
licitous as he was to discuss the particular topic, and to spread 
before the senate the precedent to which he referred, he could 
not think of trespassing on the time of the cenate during the 
precious moments that remain. With respect to the final dis- 
position to be made of the resolution, he was content to ac- 
quiesce in any decision the senate might think proper to make. 
If it be its pleasure to take up the resolution and pass defini- 
tively upon it, without further debate, he would be satisfied. } 

The bill from the house to ‘change the time for the annnal 
meeting of congress was taken up and indefinitely postponed— 
yeas 24, 

At the suggestion of Mr. King, of Alabama, the consideration 
of the resolutions reported by the committee on foreign rela- 
tions on the subject of Texas, was postponed until to-morrow. 

‘The bill from the house making appropriations for light 
houses, &c. was read a first time. Mr. Calhoun objected to its 
second reading at this time. 

The bill making appropriations for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors, &c. from the house, and the other bills from the 
house, Were read a first and second time, and referred. 


On motion of Mr. Benton, the senate took up a bill to estab- 
lish a foundry, and armory in the west, and one in the south, 
&c. Some of the items contained in this bill being also in the 
fortification bill, which had been recommitted. Mr. Benton 
moved to strike out these items, but the motion requiring, on 
the passage of a bill, unanimous consent, and objection being 
made, it was not persevered in. 


The question was taken on the passage of the bill by yeas 
nays, and decided as follows: and 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, 
Ewing, of Lil. Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Ala. 
Lion, Morris, Nicholas, Page, Rives, Robiuson, Ruggles, Tall- 
madge, ‘Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, Wright—24. 

NAYS—Messts. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, 
of Ohio, Goldsborough, King, of Geo. Leigh, Mangum, Moore, 
Preston, Robbins, Southard, Swilt, Tomlinson—15. 

The senate concurred in the amendment of the honse to the 


bill to extend the charters of Certain banks in the District of 


Columbia. 


A communication was received from the treasury, showing 
the condition of the deposite banks, which was ordered to be 
priated. On motion of Mr. Wright, the senate proceeded to 
consider the bill making appropriations for certain fortifica- 
tions, which had been recommitted without amendment. On 
motion of Mr. Wright, the items were stricken out which had 
been included inthe previous bill, On motion of Mr. Webster, 
the amendment adopted yesterday on motion of Mr. Clay, re- 
stricting the issues of money to the actual necessity of the 
case, was again adopted. 


After some few remarks from Messrs. Preston and Wright, 
Mr. Clay said that it had been stated that two hundred guns 
were all that would be required to arm the fortifications, and 
that we had one thousand eight hundred and eighteen; and as 
liberal appropriations had been made in another bill, he could 
not see the propriety of voting the large sums in this bill. He 
stated that two hundred thousand was wanted for the trans- 
portation of arms, and a gentleman of responsibility had stated, 
in the other house, that all the arms in the country could be 
transported for 28,000 dollars. Mr. Calhoun adverted to the 
necessity for some point at which the accumulation of arms 
might stop: and when there would be a tremendous reaction, 
when the losses in consequence of risk, insurance, impediment, 
&ec. would be infinitely greater than the value of the arms. 
Mr. Cuthbert asked his understanding of the feelings and views 
which influeneed the senate io recommit the bill, and alleged 
that there was a change of ground and of course, in the action of 
the gentlemen on the other side. He warned them not to incur 
the suspicion of acting only for the purpose of winning popular 
favor and to recollect that the verdict of the country had been 
repeatedly given in favor of the system of defence, on which 
this bill was founded. 


The question was taken on engrossing the amendment and 
ordering the bill to be read a third time by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, 
Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Grundy, Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, 
King, of Ala. Linn, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Porter, Rives, 
Robbins, Robinsoa, Ruggles, Talimadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Walker, Webster, White, Wright—28. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Ewing, of Ohio, 
Leigh, Mangum, Moote, Preston, Southard—9. 

After several other bills had been disposed of, on motion of 
Mr. Webster the bill supplementary to an actto regulate the 
deposites of the public money, was committed to the committee 
on finance—which, in a short time reported it with an amend- 
ment. 

A message was received from the president of the United 
States, communicating the death of James Madison, €x-presi- 
dent of the United States, on Tuesday, the 28th instant. 


[The message will be found in our abstract of the proceedings 
of the honse on the 30th instant, page 306. ] 6 


Mr. Rives addressed the senate as follows: 


Mr. President: I feel that it would be an act of sacrilegious 
temerity were [ to attempt to add to the intrinsic pathos of the 
melancholy intelligence just announced to us by the president 
of the United States, by any thing in the way of eulogy on the 
character of the great man whose decease he has communicat- 
ed to us. The eulogy of Mr. Madison is written in every page of 
the history of his country, to whose service his whole life was 
devoted, and with every great event in whose annals his name 
stands conspicuously and enduringly identified. Filled, how- 
ever, as his life was, from its dawn to its close, with labors of 
patriotism and superior wisdom, there is one great work of his 
which mustever recur prominently to the greatful memory of 
his country. He was, in an especial manner, the founder and 
author of that glorious censtitution which is the bond of our 
union and the charter of our liberties; and it was graciously 
vouchsafed to him, in the order of Providence, to witness for a 
longer period than any of his illustrious colleagues the rich 
blessings which have resulted from its establishment. He was 
the last surviving signer of that sacred instrument. Amid the 
general grief which pervades the nation, may we not indulge 
One consolation at least, in the hope that his death, whilst ad- 
ding the last seal to his own fame and glory, will, in some sort, 
canonize the work of his hands, and surround, with a new ve- 
neration, that precious relic of the wisdom of our departed pa- 
triots and sages. 


But, sir, f will not speak of the public life of Mr. Madison; 
itis known to us all; itis appreciated by us all. It was my 
privilege to see and to know him in the scenes of that elassic 
retirement in which he passed the evening of his days. It was 
there that the mild lustre of his private virtues, which formed 
the crowning grace of his character, and is the indispensable 
compliment of a true public glory, was seen and felt. But 
who can paint him there? Who can adequately describe that 
facinating suavity of temper and manners, that spirit and grace 
of conversation so happily blended with the oracles of philo- 
sophy and experience, that amiable and cultivated benevolence, 
ever watchful of the feelings and comfort of others, even in the 
minutest trifles, which together formed, around the hearth of 
Montpelier, a group of social virtues and attractions which, 
however competent the power of language to portray, none, 
who have felt their influence, can ever forget. In speaking of 
these things, Mr. President, Lam but too foreibly reminded of 
ny own personal loss in the general and national calamity 
which we all bewail. I was the neighbor of Mr. Madison, sir, 
and enjoyed his kindness and triendship; and if, in speaking of 
a great national bereavement, my mind recurs too fondly to the 
chasm his death has left in the immediate circle of his friends, 
something, E trust, will be pardoned to the feelings of the heart. 

It is my melancholy satisfaction to pave received, in all pro- 
bability, the last letter ever signed by his hand. It bears date 
only six days before his death, and furnishes, in its contents, a 
striking illustration of that amiable benevolence, and sensibili- 
ty to the kindness of others, which formed so prominent a trait 
in his character. In that letter, which is now before me, he 
spoke of his enfeebled health, and his trembling and unsteady 
signature, so much in contrast with the usaal firmness and re- 
gularity of his writing, bore a graphic and melancholy intima- 
tion of his approaching end. Still I trusted that his bight might 
hold out to the 4th of July, that he might be restored on that 
glorious anniversary to an immortal companionship with those 
great men and patriots with whom he had been intimately con- 
nected in life, and whose coincident deaths, on the birth-day of 
the nation’s freedom, had imparted to that day, if possible, an 
additional and mysterious illustration. Butit has been ordered 
Otherwise. His career has been closed at an epoch, whieh, 
forty-nine years ago, witnessed his most efficient labours in the 
illustrious assembly which laid the foundations of our present 
system of government, and will thus, by the remembrance of 
his death, as well as by the services of his life, more elosely 
associate him with that great work, which is at onee the source 
and the guaranty of his country’s happiness and glory. 

What honors, Mr. President. are there, by which we can do 
justice to a character which bistory will hold up to future ages 
as a model of public and private virtue, not surpassed by the 
brightest examples in ancient or modern times? Sir, there are 
none. Still it is proper that, as representatives of the Amer 
can people, we should show, by some suitable manifestations, 
how sincerely and deeply we participate in the universal feel- 
ing of grief on this mournful oceasion, and I move you, there- 
fore, the following resolution: 


Resolved, That a commitee be appointed on the part of the 
senate, to join such committee as may be appointed on the part 
of the house, to consider and report by what token of respect 
and affection it may be proper for the congress of the United 
States to express the deep sensibility of the nation to the event 
of the decease of Mr. Madison, just announced by the pres! 
dent of the United States. 


The resolution was adopted, and, on motion of Mr. Rives, the 
committee was ordered to consist of seven, to be appointed by 
the chair. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the bill supplementary to ah act 
to regulate the deposites of the public money, was taken UP 
for consideration. 
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This bill goes to authorise the secretary of the treasury to 
transfer money from the deposite bank in any state or territory 
to any other deposite bank, when it is necessary to prevent the 
accumulation of too much of the public money in any one 
ank. 
bal isn moved to lay the bill on the table, but withdrew 
the motion. Mr. Walker renewed the motion, and it was nega- 
tived. The amendment of the Committee was concurred in, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed. 
Mr. Manguin moved that the senate take a recess till 7 
o’clock; which Was agreed to. 


Evening session. The senate proceeded to consider the bill 
tw establish a naval academy. [Laid on the table.) 

The engrossed bills on the table were read a third time, and 
yassed. 

The bill supplementary to the act to regulate the deposites of 
the public money, being on its passage, the yeas and nays were 
ordered on the call of Mr. Walker, and the bill was passed— 

eas 24, nays 6. 

After a large number of private bills had been disposed of, 
the senate, on motion of Mr. Linn, took up the bill to create 
the office of surveyor of the public lands in the Wisconsin ter- 
ritory, Which was Considered and passed. 

The bills ordered to a third reading this evening were seve- 
rally read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Davis moved the senate to take up the bill to explain an 
act to amend the various acts to alter aud auiend the several 
acts imposing duties on imports. 

The bill Was ordered to be read @ third time, as amended by 
ihe committee on manufactures. The bill was read a third 
ume, and passed. 

The bill to coutirm sales of lands in certain cases was order- 
ed tobe engrossed. ‘The bill was read a third time and passed. 

A number of private bills were ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Rives, from the joint committee appointed on the mes- 
sage Of the president communicating the death of Mr. Madison, 
reported sundry resolutions, (see the house proceedings), which 
were Gnanimously adopted. 

After the transaction of some minor business, at half past 
12 o'clock, the senate adjourned. 

July 1. At eleven o’clock, A. M. the secretary called the se- 
nate to order; and, 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate proceeded to the elec- 
tion Of a president pro tem.; and the ballots being counted, the 
vole appeared to be as folluws: 

For Me. King, of Alabama,.:.....ccecseee seceeees 2d 
OE te MOTE: 60 n00.9.4>- 06h 60-000 odes cass s5ecee hG 
SCOUBFIME yn co cinccccesecnccaseccseccesscccscovses 4 

So that Mr. King, of Alabama, was declared to be duly eleet- 
ed president of the senate pro tem. and was conducted to the 
chair by Mr. White. 

The president pro tem. returned his thanks to the following 
effect: 

Gentlemen of the senate: 











This flattering manifestation of the confidence and respect of 
my brother senators fills my heart with the liveliest sensibility. | 

To be called to preside over the deliberations of the senate | 
of the United States, distinguished, as it is, for intelligence, | 
moral worth, and a patriotic devotion to the principles of liber- | 
ty, is an honor of which the first in this land might be justly | 
proud. { shall enter, gentlemen, upon the discharge of the du- 
ties which your kindness has devolved upon me, with the de- 
termination to discharge them zealously, faithfully and impar- 
tially. Lam, however, fully aware that, unless [ am sustained 
by the senate, all my efforts correctly and usefully to discharge 
them must prove vain and fruitless; but the order, the deco- 
rum, Which has heretofore so eminently distinguished the se- | 
hate of the United States; the courtesy and good feeling which 
as unifornily marked the official bad oticial intercourse of its | 
ihembers, gives to me the strongest assurance that I may confi- 
denuy rely on their kindness and support. I eartiestly request 
honorable senators to make proper allowances for the errors 
nto which | may occasionally fall, and to aid me in correcting 
them, 

_ Various motions were made to discharge tlie committees | 
from the subjects referred to them. 

Mr. Webster offered a resolution calling on the secretary of 
War to report in detail, next session, on the subject of fortifica- 
tions and arsenals, &c. and the condition of the works, the ori- 
ginal estimate of cost, and what sum remains unexpended; 
Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Clayton offered a resolution calling on the secretary of 
War to report, next session, the amount expended on the Dela- 
Ware breakwater, &c.; which was agreed to. 

The bills last read, from the hotise, were read twice, aud re- 
ferred. 

_ The bill from the house making appropriations for light houses, 
light boats, &c. was read a second time, and referred to the 
Committee on commerce. 

The bill making appropriatiotis for the improvement of cer- 
tain harbors, &c. was read a second time, and referred to the 
committee on commerce. 

On motion of Mr. Preston the senate took up the resolution 
reported by the committee on foreign rejations relative to the 
independence of Texas. 

Mr. Preston made some remarks, in the course of which he 
Stated uidt he had with difficulty restrained himself from offer- 
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ing an amendment to recognise the independence of Texas im- 
mediately. He gave a brief narrative of the events of the revo; 
lution in Texas, and stated that he had this morning received 
authentic information, in the form of a letter from Mr. Austin, 
which confirms the statement that general Finasota had car- 
ried into effect the armistice agreed on between the Texjan go- 
Vvernment aod Santa Ana. ‘This treaty Mr. P. regarded as 
amounting lo a recognition on the part of Mexico of the inde- 
pendence of Texas. ‘The vice president of Texas was about to 
proceed to Vera Cruz to entorce from the mouths of the 
Texian guns the conclusion of a definitive treaty of peace be- 
tween the two countries. ; 

Mr. P. continued, at some length, to expatiate on the situa: 
tion and achievements and claims of Texas, and pea to 
certain treaty stipulations with Mexico concerning the Indians 
west of the Sabine, which stipulations it would only be in the 
power of Texas now to carry*into effect. He concluded with 
offering to ameud the resolution by adding an expression of the 
gratification which the senate felt on hearing of the course 
taken by the president of the United States to obtain inforina- 
tion Of the situation of Texas, 

The report of the committee concludes with the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, Thai the independence of Texas ought to be ac- 
knowledged by the United States whenever satisfactory infor+ 
imation shall be received that it has in successful operation @ 
civil government, capable of performing the duties atid fulfil- 
ling the obilgations of an independent power. 


Mr. Clay said that the report of the committee on foreign re- 
lations was so full, and the session was so near its termination, 
that he had not thought it necessary to add one word to what 
that document coutained: and he should not now have risen 
but for the amendment proposed by the senater from South Ca+ 
rolina, (Mr. Preston), and what had fallen from him. — : 


With respect to that amendment, (continued Mr. Clay), T 
have no objection to it, and wish itto be adopted. The com- 
mittee ou loreign relations liad reported a resolution declaring 
that Texas ought Lo be recognised as an independent power, as 
soon as salislactory information is acquired that it has an esta- 
blished government in successful operation. The president 
slales, in a message received in the senate subsequent to the 
report, that he has adopted measures to obtain that information, 
There is, therefore, an entire consistency between the resolu- 
tion of the committee, the message of the president and the 
proposed amendment, and he hoped it would be agreed to. 


‘The senator from South Carolina, actuated by very natural 
and proper feelings, would be glad to propose a stronger mea- 
sure—one of immediate recognition—but feels restrained by the 
dictates of his sober judgment. I, too, Mr. President, would 
be moet happy if the state of our information, and the course 
of events, were such as to warrant the adoption of thal stronger 
measure. But Ido not concur in the opinion which has beer 
expressed, that the actual independence of Texas, by the over- 
throw or expulsion of the armies of Mexico, is the only con- 
sideration which should guide us in deciding the question of 
recognition. ‘There is another, searcely of less importance, 
and that is, whether there is in Texas a civil government in 
successful operation, competent to sustain the relations of ay 
independent power. This is the very point on which we want 
information, and that respecting which the president is, we are 


given to understand, now endeavoring to obtain it. And,surely; 


cousidering how recently Texas has adopted a constitution of 
government, itis not unreasonable to wait a short ume to se6 
what its Operation will be. 


But there are other considerations which ought not to be 
overlooked by a wise and discreet government. We are told. 
bv the senator fram South Carolina that the vice president of 
of Texas is on his way to La Vera Cruz to negotiate with the 
Mexican government a definitive treaty of peace between the 
two powers, and, consequenily, an acknowledgment of the 
independence of Texas. ‘This fact furnishes an aditional mo- 
tive on the part of the United States for forbearing, at present, 
to proceed to the formal acknowledgment of the independence 
of Texas. And how much more glorious will it not be for 
Texas herself, by her own valor, to force from ber enemy the 
first acknowledgment of ber independence? Oe eee 

We oitight to discriminate between Sanja Ana—the blood= 
thirsty, vain-boasting, military tyrant, who has met in his over- 
throw and eaptivity, a nierited fate—and the eight millions of 
Mexicans over whom he was exercising military sway. We 
should not allow the feelings of just indignation, which his con- 
duct has excited, to transport us against the perhaps unoffend- 
ing people whom he has controlled. We ought to recollect 
that Mexico is our neighbor, having conterminous territory; 
that as long as we both remain independent powers, we shall 
stand in that relation to bers that we are carrying on, by sea 
and by land, a commerce highly beneficial to both parties; an 
that it is the interest of both to cultivate the most amicabie and 
harmorions intercourse. If we proceed precipitately and pre- 
maturely, how will otir conduct be regarded by Mexico? May 
we not lay the foundations of a lasting and injurious misunder- 
standing? Lf, indeed, Mexico delays unreasonably the acknow- 
ledument of the independence of Texas, and resolves on the 
prosecution of the war, [ should be far from thinking that the 
United States ought to postpone, to any distant day, the recog- 
nition of Texas, after the desired information is obtained. The 
seviator frows South Catolina Has supposed it to be necessary to 
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recognise Texas in order to insure the execution of existing 
treaties with Mexico. So far as they affect Texas, she is as 
much bound by them as if they had been negotiated under her 
express authority. For Lsuppose it to be incontestable that a 
nation remains bound by all the treaties it has formed, however 
often it may think proper to change the form of its government; 
and that all the parts of a common nation also continue so 
bound, notwithstanding and after they shall have formed them- 
selves into separate and independent powers. 

Then there are other considerations which recommend us to 
act on full information, and with due deliberation. It is unde- 
niable that many citizens of the United States, impelled bya 
noble devotion to the cause of liberty, have rushed to the succor 
of Texas, and contributed to the achievement of her indepen- 
dence. This has been done without the sanction or authority 
of this government; but it nevertheless exposes us to unworthy 
imputations. It is known that\Zuropean powets attribute to 
our union unbounded ambition, and a desire of aggrandizing 
ourselves at the expense of our neighbors. The extensive ac- 
quisition of territory by the treaties of Louisiana and Florida, 
peaceful and upon a fair consideration as it was, is appealed to 
as sustajuing the unfounded charge against us. Now, if, after 
Texas has declared her independence not quite four months 





ago, we should hasten to acknowledge it, considering the aid | 


ufforded by citizens of the United States, should we not give 
countenance to those imputations? Does not a just regard to 
our own character, as a wise, cautious and dignified power, a 
just regard to the opinion of the people of Mexico, and a just 
regard to that of the impartial world, require that we should 
avoid all appearance of haste and precipitation? And, when 
we have reason to suppose that nota single hostile bayonet re- 
mains in Texas, and when the ceremony of recognition, per- 
formed now or a few months hence, can be of no material con- 
sequence to her, is it not better for all, parties that we should 
wait a little while longer. 

The senator from South Carolina refers to the policy which 
has constantly guided our councils in regard to the acknow- 
ledgment of new powers or new governments, and he has cor- 
rectly stated it. But it would not beat all difficult if it were 
proper to detain the senate, to show an essential difference be- 
tween the present instance and the cases of France, of Spanish 
America and of Greece, to which he has adverted. There is 
an obvious difference in the duration of the new governments, 
and the degree of information which we possess about them. 

The senate, without the co-operation of the executive in 
some way, is incompetent to recognize Texas. The president 
tells us, in his message, that he has adopted measures to acquire 
necessary information to guide his judgment. Weaiso want it. 
He cannot be justly accused of having delayed unreasonably to 
act. There is ground to believe not only that Texas is inde- 
pendent, but that it has a government in practical operation. I 
sincerely hope it has; and that it has laid, on deep foundations, 
perfect securities for liberty, law and order. In the mean time, 
every prudential consideration seems to me to require that we 
should stop with the resolution and proposed amendment. 
Such appears te be the deliberate judgment of the senator him- 
self. I sincerely, | most anxiously hope that the desired infor- 
mation will be soon obtained by the executive; and that the 
feelings and wishes for the acknowledgment of the indepen- 
dence of Texas, which so generally prevail among our consti- 
tuents, may be speedily gratified. 

After some further debate, the resolution was agreed to by a 
unanimous vote. 


Mr. Webster added a few words to express his entire acqui-' 


escence in the resolution of the commitee and the amendment. 
He was willing to go so far as to vote funds to enable the pre- 
sident to send outa proper minister. But agaiusta direct re- 
cognition he thought there existed strong objections. It was 
the proper function of the president to take the lead in this 
matter. He was of the opinion that the recency of the revolu- 
tion was an objection to immediate recognition. Time was 
expedient where the object was notof peculiar urgency. He 
adverted to the generally cautious policy of our government, 
carried even to the point of timidity in reference to Greece; 
and referred to the fact that general Houston had seconded his 
resolutions on the subject of sending commissioners to that re- 
public. 

Mr. Walker made some remarks to show that Mexico had 
never exercised the power of government in Texas, except dur- 
ing a short interval when Santa Ana was in Texas. 

Mr. Buchanan concurred in every sentiment expressed in the 
report of the committee, and congratulated the senate on the 
spectacle exhibited by the people of the United States, who, al- 
though operated upon by the strongest feelings of indignation 
at the outrageous conduct of the Mexicans, had confined them- 
selves within the limits of our established policy. He did not 
perceive that any disadvantage could result to Texas froma 
little delay, now that she is in the full tide of her prosperity. 

Mr. Calhoun congratulated the senate on the tone of the dis- 
cnssion; stated that he had hoped we should be ready to recog- 
nise Texas before now: but, under existing circumstances, he 
thought we should only go at present so far as the report and 
resolution contemplate. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Niles, Southard, Ben- 
ton and Preston, when the amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. Preston asked for the yeas and nays on the resolution; 
which were ordered, and the question being taken, was decided 
as follows: 
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YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Bachanan, Caihoyy 

Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, Davis, Ewing, of Mlinois, Ewing. of 
Ohio, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, Kent, King, of Ala 

King, of Geo. Leigh, Linn, Mangum, Moore, Nicholas, Nijec 
Page, Porter, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Rugeles. 

Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, Wey’ 

ster, White, Wright—39. 

So the resolution was unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Leigh, on leave, introduced a bill to extend the privilege 

of franking to Dolly P. Madison, retict of James Madison, du;- 

ing her lifes and the bill was read three times, and passed. 

Mr. Webster, from the committee on finance, reported a bil 
from the house making appropriations for the West Point aca- 
demy, and the bill was taken up, considered as in committee of 
the whole, and ordered to a third reading. ‘The bill was then 
read a third time, and passed. 

Mr. Webster, from the same committee, reported, without 
amendment, a bill from the house making appropriations fur the 
suppression of Indian hostilities, and for other purposes, which 
was taken up, considered as in committee of the whole, ang 
ordered to a third reading. ‘The bill Was then read a third line, 
and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Swift, the senate agreed to take a recess 
from 3 10 5 o’clock. 

Several bills ordered to a third reading were read a thitd time 
and passed—and others ordered to be engrossed. [Among them 
was a bill to renew the gold medal given to gen. Morgan in 
honor of the battle of the Cowpens.) 

The senate took a recess until 5 o’clock. 

Evening session. A message was received from the president 
of the United States, in reply toa resolution of January hast, 
in relation to frauds in Indian reservations; which was order- 
ed to be laid on the table. 

The senate considered as in committee of the whole a bi}! for 
the relief of the sureties of Nicholas Kern. * Ordered to a tid 
reading. 

Mr. White, from the committee on Indian affairs, reported 
the bill from the house making appropriations for carrying into 
effect certain Indian treaties, With amendments. The bill was 
taken up, and, after some discussion between Mr. While and 
Mr. Webster, the amendments were ordered to be engrossed. 

The bill making appropriations for fortifications was received 
from the house, with a message concurring in one amendment, 
and non-concurring in the other. 

On motion of Mr. Webster, the senate receded from the 
amendments which had not received the concurrence of the 
house. 

The senate, on motion of Mr. Davis, took up the bill to regu- 
late the compensation of certain officers of revenue cutters.— 
The amendments of the committee were agreed to, and ordered 
to be engrossed, 

The senate took up the bill making additional appropriations 
for the Delaware breakwater, &c. 

There was a discussion on this bill, in which Messrs. Davis, 
Mangum, Buchanan, Walker, Preston, Porter, Linn, Moore, 
Calhoun, Webster, Leigh, Wright and Southard took part. 

The committee on commerce had reduced the amount of ap- 
propriations in this bill one-third from that which had passed 
the house. ‘ 

Mr. Clauton asked for the yeas and nays on the reduction 
made by the committee of the appropriation for Newcastle har- 
bor, in order that he and his colleague might record their votes 
against it. ‘The yeas and nays being ordered, the question was 
taken and decided in favor of the reduction—yeas 22, nays 5.— 
The other amendments of the committee were concurred in,— 
On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill was amended by the addition 
ofan appropriation of $380,000 for surveys, under an existing 
law of congress. 

The bill was then reported to the senate, and ordered toa 
third reading by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Davis, Clayton, Ewing, of Ohio, 
Ewing, of Ill. Goldsborough, Hendricks, King of Alabama, 
Linn, Niles, Page, Robbins, Robinson, Southard, Swift, Tull- 
madge, Tomlinson, Wall, Webster, Wright—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, King, of Georgia, Leigh, Walker, 
White—5. 

At half-past one the senate adjourned. 

July 2.. Mr. Morris presented a number of petitions on the 
subject of slavery. Mr. Walker moved that the petitions be 
not received—and then moved that the motion be laid on the 
table. 

A number of private bills were considered and disposed of. 

A bill making additional appropriations for the Delaware 
breakwater, and for other purposes, was read a third time; and 
the question being on its passage, 

p Mr. Calhoun asked for the yeas and nays; which were Or 
ered. ‘ 


The question was thea taken, and decided as follows: a 

YEAS—Measts. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Davis, 
Ewing, of Ill. Ewing, of Ohio, Goldsborongh, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, King, of Alab. Linn, Niles, Page, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wall, 
Webster, Wright—25. % 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Cathoun, Clay, King, of Georgta, 
Leigh, Mangum, Nicholas, Porter, Preston, Rives, Walker, 
White—12. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, made a report 








on the bill from the house making appropriations for |g! 
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houses, &C. referred to that committee yesterday. The report 
states that im so short a period as that allowed to them, it had 
peen found impossible to give that examination to the bill which 
its importance required; and, although there are many useful 
objects which must suffer, the committee find themselves com- 
pelled to return the bill, for the senate tv make such disposition 
of it as may be thought desirable. 

The bill granting half pay to the widows and orphans of the 
oficers and soldiers who have died, or shall die in the ser- 
vice of the United States, was amended and ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, reported the 
pili making appropriations for certain harbors, &c. with amend- 
ments. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration of the bill. 

The amendments reported from the committee were consi- 
dered and agreed to. 

At3 o’clock the senate took a recess until 5 o’elock. 

Evening session. The senate resumed the cousideration of 
the bil making appropriations for harbors, &c. which received 
several amendments und gave rise to considerable discussion, 
during which Mr. King, of Georgia, moved to postpone the fur- 
ther consideration of it until December next, and called for the 
yeas and nays on the motion—which were ordered and the mo- 
tion rejected, yeas 17, nays 22. The bill was then reported 
with the amendments; when, finally, they were ordered to be 
engrossed, and the bill to be read a third time—yeas 21, nays 17. 
The bill was then passed, 

The senate proceeded to consider the amendments made by 
the house of representatives to the bill to reorganize the gene- 
ral land office, and they were concurred in. 

At half past eleven, the senate proceeded to the consideration 
of executive business. 

The doors were reopened at half past twelve. 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill for the con- 
struction of the national road from Vandalia to the Mississippi 
river; Which was ordered to a third reading. 

The amendments to the bill to authorise additional paymas- 
ters, made by the house, were taken up and concurred in. 

Mr. Wright, from the committee on finance, reported the 
amendments of the house to the bill in addition to the act mak- 
ing Appropriations for the service of the government, with a re- 
commendation to concur in all except the two items for remov- 
ing the naval monument to the botanic gardens, and for extend- 
ing the Capitol square. The report was agreed to, so far as 
concerns the removal of the monument, but the appropriation 
for extending the capitol square was retained. 

The senate took up the bill to continue the Cumberland road 
to Jefferson city, Missouri; which was ordered to be read a 
third time, 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the senate reconsidered the vote by 
which a bill to repeal so much of the act of March 2, 1799, as 
requires the issuing of certificates on the importation of wines, 
was rejected, and it was read a third time and passed 

The senate took up the bill for the adjustment of claims to 
reservations of the Choctaw Indians, under the treaty of Danc- 
ing Rabbit Creek; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

It was ordered, on motion of Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, that when 
the senate adjourns, it adjourn to meet at 8 o’clock on Monday 
morning. 

The senate then (at 3 o’clock) adjourned, (only cight mem- 
bers being present). 

July 4. Mr. Davis, from the committee on commerce, re- 
ported the following resolution; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of the treasury be directed to 
cause to be collected and laid befure the senate at its next ses- 
sion all such facts and information as can be obtained through 
the custom honee, or from other sources, respecting the depor- 
tation of paupers from Great Britain and other places, ascer- 
fiining as nearly as possible to what countries such persons 
are sent, where landed, and what provision, if any, is made for 
their future support. 

On motion of the various chairmen of committees, the com- 
Mitlees were discharged from the further consideration of the 
business referred to them. 

On motion of Mr. Clayton, the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business; and, after a short lime, the 
doors were reopened. 

Mr. Davis offered the following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war cause to be prepared 
and laid before the senate at its next session a statement, 
showing what improvement of harbors, rivers and other ob- 
jects have been commenced by the United States, what was 
the original estimated cost of each of such improvements, 


What sums of money have from time to time been appropriated 


in aid of each object, what balances of such appropriations re- 


main unexpended, and what is the present condition of each 
work, 


Resolved, That the said secretary cause to be collected and 
arranged in chronological order all reports of surveys made for 
&ich objeets which have been printed, and also all such as 
have not been printed, together with the maps and drawings, 
With an index or indexes of reference, that they may be laid 
before the senate at its next session. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 

A message was received from the house stating that the 


honse had suspended the 17th joint rule in reference to certain | 


Sills Which have not yet passed. 
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As it requires the unanimous consent of the senate to take 
up a resolution On the day when it is introduced for considera- 
tion, and an objection was made by Mr. Mangum, the chair de- 
cided that the resolution could not be considered. 

Mr. Cathoun sustained the objection, and thanked bis friend 
from North Carolina for making it. He deemed it of the ut- 
most importance that the senate should take a stand on the 
principle of this rule to check the practice of hurrying bills 
through at the last moment of the session. 

The president of the senate, (Mr. King,of Alabama), indica- 
ted that he felt it to be his duty to sign the bills whether the 
joint rules were suspended so as to allow them to be offered to 
the president of the United States for his signature or not. He 
accordingly signed them. 

Mr. Mangum withdrew his objection. : 

Mr. Benton appealed from the decision of the chair that a re- 
solution of this kind could not be taken up for consideration on 
the same day; but to make all safe, as a majority could rescind 
a rule, he had drawn up a resolution to rescind. He then read 
a resolution that so much of any rule as prohibits the presenta- 
tion of a bill to the president on the Jast day of the session be 
repealed. 

‘The chair stated that it would require one day’s notice be- 
fore such a resolution as the senator had read could be reeeived 
by the senate. 

Mr. Slack moved to amend the resolution by confining its 
Operation to the bills which have been enrolled and signed by 
the president of the senate and the speaker of the house. The 
amendment was agreed to, and the bills were transmitted to 
and signed by the president accordingly. 

A message of an executive character was received from the 
president, and, 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration of executive business, (ten minutes past one o’clock), 
and in a few minutes the doors were reopened. 

The usual message was received from the house, stating that 
the house, having completed all the business before it, is now 
ready to adjourn. 

Mr. Grundy, from the joint committee appointed to wait on 
the president, reported that they had performed that duty, and 
that they had received for answer that he had no further com- 
munication to make. 

The senate then adjourned sine die. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Thursday, June 30. Evening session. The following remarks 
were made by Mr. Patton, of Va. and Mr. Adams, upon the 
death of Mr. Madison, announced by the president of the U. 
States to the house of representatives. 

The message of the president having been read, Mr. Patton, 
of Virginia, said that the particular relation in which he stood, 
as his immediate representative and personal friend, towards 
the great public benefactor whose decease, ‘**full of years and 
full of honors,’? had just been announced by the message of 
the president of the United States, had induced the Virginia 
delegation to devolve upon him the mournful duty of proposing 
for the adoption of the house the resolution he was about to 
offer, for the purpose of determining upon the course to be pur- 
sued for giving expression to the national sensibility tothe great 
bereavement we had suffered. 

I do not, however, Mr. Speaker, feel it to be a suitable occa- 
sion in which to employ or indulge in any studied phrase of 
panegyric upon the public or private virtues-of the venerable 
man whose ioss we deplore. 

It is true, sir, that early imbued with the sincerest veneration 
for the character of Mr. Madison, with the profoundest admi- 
ration of lis talents, and the warmest gratitude for his eminent 
and varied public services, there is no language that I could 
employ which would exaggerate the deep emotion with which I 
have been impressed by the melancholy intelligence of his 
death. And fam sure that it would be equally impossible for 
me to speak of him in any terms that would depict dn indivi- 
dual pre-eminent in all the virtues of social and private life, or 
one that combined the merits of a patriot, statesman and sage, 
that would not find a ready and full response in the minds and 
hearts of allwho hear me. But itis not a feeble effort of this 
kind, such as [ could make, nor even by the highest effort of 
human eloquence, the lofty inspiration of poetry, “the storied 
urn or animated bust,?? than can rear an appropriate monu- 
ment to the memory of Mr. Madison, or erect a suitable monu- 
ment to his fame. 

His appropriate and enduring enlogium is to be found inscrib- 
ed in those pages of his country’s history, which are identified 
with ber honor and glory. 
that splendid fabric of constitutional liberty under which we 
live. Itis identified with the existence of that glorious union 
of confederated states which he contributed so essentially to 


form, and the maintenance and preservation of which with all 


its numerous blessings, were the constant objects of his care 


during his long, laborious and useful public life, and of his moat 


earnest and anxious solicitade in the shade of retirement. 
And, Mr. Speaker, another and not less decisive and more 

affecting evidence of his merit and title to public gratitude, will 

be found in the deep grief with which his loss will be deplored 





by every man in the nation as a great national calamity. I of- 
fer the resolution which IT now eend to the chair. 


It is engraved upon every pillar of 


Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of this 
| house, to join such committee as may be appointed on the part 
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of the senate, to consider and report by what token of respect | Dromgoole, Duntap, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fowder, French, 


and affection it may be proper for the congress of the United 
States to express the deep sensibility of the nation to the event 
of the decease of Mr. Madison, just announced by the presi- 
dent of the United States to this house. 
" The resolution having been read, Mr. Adams rose, and ad- 
dressed the speaker. By the general sense of the house, (said 
be), it is with perfect propriety that the delegation from the 
‘commonwealth of Virginia have taken the lead in the melan- 
chaly dijty of proposing the measures suitable to be adopted as 
testimonials of the veneration due from the legislature of the 
union to the memory of the departed patriot and sage, the na- 
tive of their soil, and the citizen of their community. 

It is not without some hesitation, and some diffidence, that I 
have risen to offer in my own behalf, and in that of my col- 
leagues upon this floor, and of our common constituents, to 
a our voice, at once of mourning and of exultation, at the 
event anounced to both houses of congress by the message 
from the president of the United States—of mourning at the 
bereavement which has befallen our common country by the 

evease of one of her most illustrious sons—of exultation at 
the spectacle afforded to the observation of the civilized world, 
and for the emulation of aftertimes, by the close of a life of 

sefulness and of glory, after forty years of service in trusts of 
he highest dignity and splendor that a confiding country could 
bestow, succeeded biy twenty years of retirement and private 
life, not inferior, in the estimation of the virtuous and the 
wise, to.the honors of the highest station that ambition can 
ever allain. ~ ' ; 

Of the public life of James Madison what could I say that is 
not deeply impressed upon the memory, and upon the heart of 
every one within the sound of my voice? Of his private life, 
what but must meet an echoing shout of applause from every 
voice within this hall? Is it not in a pre-eminent degree by 
émanation from his mind that we are assembled here as the re- 
presentatives‘of the people and the states of this union? Is it 
hot transcendently by his exertions that we all address each 

ther here by the endearing appellation of countrymen and fel- 
ow citizens? Of that band of benefactors of the human race, 
the founders of the constitution of the United States, James 
Madison is the bast who has gone to his reward. ‘Their glorious 
Work has aurvived them all. They have transmitted the pre- 
Cious bond of union to us now entirely a succeeding generation 
tothem. May it never cease to be a voice of admonition to us 
of our duty to transmit the inheritance unimpaired to our chil- 
dren of the rising age. 

Of the personal relations with this great man, which gave 
rise to the long career of public service in which twenty years 

f my own life has been engaged, it becomes me not to speak. 

he fullness of the heart must be silent, even to the suppres- 
sion of the overflowings of gratitude and affection. 

A message was received from the senate announcing the 
adoption of the following resolution by that body. 

i 5 : In senaté of the United States, June 30. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of the 
senate, to join such a committee as may be appvinted on the 

part Of (he-house, to consider and report by what token of re- 
spect and affection it may be proper for the congress of the 
United States to express the deep sensibility of the nation to 
the event of the decease of Mr. Madison, just announced by 
the president of the United States. ~ 

Ordered, That Mr. Rives, Mr. Chay, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Grun- 
dy, Mr. Buchanan, Mr. Leigh and Mr. ‘Tallmadge, be the com- 
mittee. 
rae Attest: WALTER LOWRIE, secretary. 

The house concurred in the resolution, and according toa 

revious order, the committee was ordered to consist of one 

om each state in the union. [For the committee see page 
306.3 , 

The house then resumed, in committee of the whole on the 
etate of the union, (Mr. Lincoln in the chair), the consideration 
of the bill making further appropriations to carry into effect 
ceriain Indian treaties, the motion of Mr. Adams to strike out 
so much of the bill as provides for the execution of the Chero- 
kee treaty still pending. 


Mr. Calhoon, of Kentucky, took the floor, and addressed the 
committee at considerable length, and with great earnestness, 
in support of the motion to strike out. Mr. Wise followed, and 
&poke for three hours in the strongest opposition to the appro- 
priatioh moved to be stricken out. Mr. Peyton spoke briefly in 
support of the measures. The motion of Mr. Adams was then 
rejected, and Mr. Wise moved to amend the bill so as to make 
the appropriations, but to omit the words recognizing the trea- 
ty, which was also rejected. On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, 
the committee rose, and reported the bill and amendments. | 

The house concurred in the amendments; and the question 
being on ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third reading, 
Mr. Adams asked the yeas and nays, and they Were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the affirmative— 
yeas 125, nays 43. So the bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading; and it was then read a third time. The 
question being on its paseage, Mr. Vinton asked for the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Bean, Bell, Backee, 
Bouldin, Boyd, Bunch, Burns, Cambreleng, Campbell, Casey, 
Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, John F. H. Claiborne, Cieveland, 
Coffee, Coles, Counor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Doubleday, 


a 


Fry, William K. Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Ga 

‘ * Udr- 
land, Gillett, Grantland, Griffin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hammer 
Hardin, Harper, A. G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynex’ 
Hopkins, Hubley, Huntsman, Ingham, J. Jackson, Jarvis, p’ 
M. Jotinson, C. Johnson, Henry Johnson, J. W. Jones, Benja. 
min Jones, Judson, Kennon, Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lansino 
Lawler, G. Lee, T. Lee, L. Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan’ 
Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Job Mann, Martin, J. ¥. Mason,W. Ma. 
son, Moses Mason, Maury, May, McKay, McKim, Mille; 
Montgomery, Morgan, Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson’ 
Patton, F. Pierce, D. J. Pearce, James A. Pearce, Pettigrew. 
Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds 
Roane, Rogers, Schenck, Wm. B. Shepard, Shields, Shiny: 
Sickles, Smith, Storer, Sutherland, Taylor, Thomas, J. Thom, 
son, Toucey, Towns, Turrill, Wagener, Ward, Wardwet 
eae Webster, White, T. T. Whittlesey, S. Willian: 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Heman Allen, Ash- 
ley, Bailey, Beale, Beaumont, Bond, Briggs, John Calhoon 
W. B. Calhoun, G. Chambers, N. H. Claiborne, Ciark, Crane, 
Cushing, Darlington, Deberry, Denny, Evans, Everett, Graves 
Grennell, Hard, Harlan, Razeltine, Henderson, Heister, Hoar, 
Howell, Hunt, Ingersoll, Jenifer, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, 
Love, Sampson Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, Milli. 
gan, Morris, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Robertson, Russell, Slade, 
or Vinton, Elisha Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise 

So the bill was passed, and sent to the senate for concur. 
rence. 

The house, on motion of Mr. Cambreleng, went into commit- 
tee of the whole on the state of the union generally (Mr. Mason, 
of Virginia, in the chair). 

‘The committee took up the bill making an additional appro- 
priation of $2,400,000 for the suppression of Indian hostilities. 
After some debate, the bill was laid aside to be reported, and 
the **bill making appropriations for the military academy of the 
United States for the year 1836”? was taken up. After some 
remarks from Messrs. Pierce, of N. i. Ward, Lewis, Cambre- 
leng, Briggs, Boon, White and Hawes, Mr. Hawes gave way 
for a motion that the committee rise. A quorum not voting, 
the committee rose and reported the fact to the house. The 
speaker having caused the house to be counted, reported thata 
quorum was present. Mr. Ingersoll offered a resolution for the 
appointment of a select committee to investigate the concerns 
of-the West Point military academy. Lost. The house went 
again into committee, and Mr. Hawes moved to strike out the 
enacting Clause of the bill making appropriations for the West 
Point academy, and spoke at kength in support of the motion; 
which was rejected. The committee, at 12 0’clock, rose, and 
reported both of the above bills without amendment, and they 
were severally ordered to be engrossed, and were then read a 
third time and passed, 

The house went into committee of the whole on the bill to 
provide for the crection of a fire-proof building for the aecom- 
modation of the departments of the treasury and of atate. Afler 
some debate, in which Messrs. Taliaferro and Jarvis took part, 
the committee rose and reported thata quorum was not present, 

Mr. Patton, from the select joint committee to whom was re- 
ferred the message of. the president, announcing the death of 
James Madison, made the following report: 

The president of the United States having communicated to 
the two houses of congress the melancholy intelligence of the 
death of their Ulustrious and beloved fellow citizen, James Ma- 
dison, of Virginia, late president of the United States, and the 
two houses sharing in the general grief which this distressing 
event must produce, 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of the U. 
States of America in congress assembled, That the chairs of the 
president of the senate and of the speaker of the house of repre- 
sentatives be shrouded in black during the present session, aud 
that the president of the senate, the speaker of the house of re- 
presentatives, and the members and officers of both houses wear 
the usual badge of mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the people of the Unit 
ed States to wear crape on the left arm as mourning for thirty 
days. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States be request 
ed to thansimit a copy of these resolutions to Mrs. Madison, and 
to assure her of the profound respect of the two houses of con 
gress for her person and character, and their sincere condolence 
on the late afflicting dispensation of Providence. 

The resolutions were adopted unanimously. 

The house then adjourned. 

Friday, July1. Mr. Bell, from the committee on Indian af 
fairs, reported a resolution; which was read, aa follows: 

Resolved, That the committee on Indian affairs have power 
to sit in the recess of congress for the purpose of completing the 
investigation directed by the resolution of this house of the J5th 
of January last, and that any two or more of their number, an- 
der the direction of the committee, be authorised to take test 
mony in relation to the same. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, asked the yeas and nays on the 
adoption of the resolution; which were ordered. He next mov- 
ed to lay the resolution on the table. Mr. E. Whittlesey asked 
the yeas and nays; which were ordered, and were yeas 69, nays 


’ 





84. Mr. J. ¥. Mason moved to postpone the further conside- 
ration of the resolution til] to-morrow. Mr. Hawes moyed tlie 
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previous question; which was seconded. ‘T'he main question 
, : 

was ordered to be put. The question was then taken on the 

adoption of the resolution, and there appeared yeas 87, nays 87. 

The speaker voted in the negative. So the resolution was 
ey eben of bills were reported, read twice and committed, 
and will be further noticed when finally acted on. 

Mr. Lewis said he held in his hand a most extraordinary and 
jnteresting document in relation to events connected with the 
Creek war. He sent it to the chair to be read, and stated that 
he should offer a resolution on the subject which, he hoped, 
would lead to no debate. 

(The memorial which was read is from the citizens of Geor- 
gia and eastern Alabama, and represents that the Indian hosti- 
jities in which the people of that country are involved were 
caused by individuals jointly associated under the name of 
land companies, whose proceedings and contracts were of the 
most nefarious character. ‘he memorialists ask congress to 
institute au investigation into the circumstances which, as they 
represent, will not fail to exhibit a state of facts of the most re- 
volting character. ‘They intimate that the press of that coun- 
try is entirely under the control of these heartless agitators, and 
that, through bribery and corruption, all the channels of infor- 
mation to the public and to the government on this subject are 
closed. ] 

Mr. Lewis then offered a resolution, which was read as fol- 

ows: 
Resolved, That the memorial of certain citizens of Alabama 
and Georgia, respecting alleged frauds in the purchase of the 
reservations of the Creek Indians, and the causes of their pre- 
sent hostilities, be referred to the president of the U. States; 
aud that he be requested to cause such measures to be taken 
for investigating these transactions, and for the prosecution of 
ihe persons engaged in them, who may have been guilty of any 
breaches Of the laws as may appear to be proper, and within 
the power Of the executive. 

Mr. L. expressed the hope that the matter would be thorough- 
ly investigated, and that the individuals who had been guilty of 
exciting the hostility of the Creeks might be brought to con- 
dign punisiment, 

This resolution gave rise to a very animated debate in which 
a large number of members participated—but we must defer the 
particulars until nextweek. At half past 2 o’clock, Mr. 4dams 
having concluded his remarks, the house took a recess. 

Evening session. Several bills received from the senate were 
read a first and second time, and referred. 

The bill from the senate to confirm the titles to public lands 
in certain cases, was read three times, and passed. 

Several private bills returned from the senate with amend- 
ments, were taken up, and the house concurred therein. 

The bill making appropriations for certain fortifications, re- 
turned from the senate with amendments, was taken up. ‘The 
amendments were to strike from the bill the clause authorising 
the purchase of sites, the construction of arsenals and depots 
forarms, in Arkansas, Missouri and Tennessee, provided the 
same should not cost over $14,000 each, and to add a section 
providing that the appropriations should be drawn from the 
treasury only as they were wanted for actual disbursement. Af 
ter some remarks from Messrs, Cambreleng, Hull, of Vermont, 
Dunlap, Ashley and R. M. Johnson, the question was taken 
upon concurring in the first amendment, and decided in the 
negative. 

The second amendment was then concurred in by the house. 

On motion of Mr. Patton, the resolution from the senate, pro- 
posing to suspend that rale of the house which provides that no 
bill originating in either house of congress shall be sent to the 
other house during the last three days of the session, so far as 
regarded a bill from the senate in favor of Dolly P. Madison, 
was taken up, and adopted unanimousiy. On motion of Mr. 
Patton, by general consent, the bill to extend the privilege of 
franking letters and packages to Dolly P. Madison, relict of 
James Madison, was taken up, read three times, and passed. 

Mr. R. M. Johnson, from the committee on military affairs, 
reported the bill from the senate, without amendment, to esta- 
blish a foundry, and construct arsenals in the south western 
states, and to provide depots of arms in states where none have 
been established; which was read a first and second time, and 
referred. 

The house then proceeded to the unfinished business of the 
morning session, being the resolution of Mr. Lewis, as modified, 
proposing an inquiry into alleged frauds in the purchase of lands 
trom the Creek Indians, according to the suggestion of Mr. 
Wise, with the amendments and substitutes thereto, proposed 
by Messrs. Garland, of La. and Ripley. 
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The discussion was renewed, when, after a variety of mo-. 


tions, the resolution was adopted in the following form—ayes 
91, noes not counted. 

Resolved, That the memorial of certain citizens of Alabama 
and Georgia, respecting alleged frauds in the purchase of the 
reservations of the Creek Indians, and the causes of their pre- 
sent hostilities, be referred to the president of the U. States, and 
that he be requested to cause such measures to be taken for in- 
Vvestigating these transactions, and for the prosecution of the 
Persons engaged in them who may have been guilty of any 
breaches of the laws, as may appear to be proper, and within 
the power of the executive. ' 

The bill from the senate, supplementary to the act regulating 
the public deposites, was read twice, and referred, 
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The bill to provide for the compensation of officers of revenue 
cullers Came back from the senate, with amendments reducing 
the salaries proposed to be allowed to those officers; which 
were concurred in by the house. 

Mr. Jarvis, from the committee on naval affairs, reported the 
bill from the senate to regulate the pay of the officers of the ma- 
rine corps of the United States. 

Mr. Whittlesey, at half past nine P. M. called for the orders of 
the day; and, after some conversation on the priority of busi- 
ness, the house went into committee of the whole, for the con- 
sideration of certain private bills from the senate. The house 


sat till one o’clock, passing upon a multitude of bills, and then 
adjourned. 


Saturday, July 2, Several senate bills fer the relief of private 
individuals were reported from the standing committees, and 
severally committed to the committee of the whole. 

Mr. Bell, from the committee on Indian affairs, to which 
was referred an inquiry concerning fraudulent contracts for In- 
dian reservations, made a report in part, which he submitted to 
the disposition of the house. 

On motion of Mr. Hawes, the report was ordered to be print- 
ed. 

Mr. Hunt, from the select committee appointed to inquire 
whether any and what members of congress, heads of depart- 
ments, and other officers of the government, had obtained ac- 
commodations and facilities from any bank or banks in ob- 
taining the use of public money for the purposes of speculation 
in the public lands, submitted a report, concluding with the 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the select committee appointed by this house 
on the 20th June, 1836, be increased to nine, and that the said 
committee have power to sit during the recess of this house. 

Resolved, That the said committee embrace, in their inqui- 
ries, any connexion between deposite banks or others and the 
land offices, for the purposes of speculation. 

Resolved, That the said committee inquire how far, and to 
whom, for speculation in public lands, the deposite banks have 
issued Certificates of deposite without an actual deposite in 
cash, and to what extent they have been received in payment 
for purchases of public lands at the several land offices. 

Resolved, That said committee inquire how far, and to 
what extent, combinations in the purchase of the public lands 
have been formed, or are forming, sufficiently strong, from in- 
terested motives, to control, to any extent, the legislative ac- 
tion of congress. 

Mr. Hunt addressed the house at some length, in explana- 
tion of the course taken and recommended by the committee; 
and stated that the report and resolutions had the unanimous 
assent of the committee. 

Mr. Lane moved that the report and resolutions be laid on 
the table and printed, remarking at the same time, in juatice to 
himself, that be had no interest in making the motion, having 
had no connexion with any banks, having received no accom- 
modation or facilities from them, and having had nothing to do 
with land speculations. 

Mr. Pearce, of Rhode Island, (a member of the committee), 
begged leave to ask the gentleman whether he could say the 
same Of his son; and whether his son had not made forty or 
fifty thousand dollars through bank facilities? Mr. P. was eall- 
ed toorder. Mr. Adams called for a division of the question, 
so as to be first taken on laying on the table. Mr. Williams, of 
North Carolina, asked the yeas and nays, which were ordered, 
and being taken were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Anthony, Ash, Barton, Beale, Bean, Boc- 
kee, Boon, Boyd, Buchanan, Burns, Cambreleng, Casey, Geo. 
Chambers, Chapin, Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, 
Cushman, Davis, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dunlap, Effuer, Fair- 
field, Farlin, Fowler, Fry, William K. Fuller, Gillett, Grant- 
land, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Henderson, Heis- 
ter, Hubley, Hutington, Jabez Jackson, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, 
Cave Johnson, Jobn W. Jones, Judson, Kennon, Lane, Lan- 
sing, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Leonard, Logan, Loyall, Lu- 
eas, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, May, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Muhlenberg, 
Owens, Page, Parker, Parks, Patterson, Patton; Franklin 
Pierce, James A. Pearee, Pettigrew, Phelps, Pinckney, Potts, 
John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Roane, Rogers, Schenck, 
Shinn, Sickles, Smith, Sutherland, Taylor, John Thomson, 
Toucey, Towns, Turner, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Webster, Thomas T. Whitthesey—98. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, Bailey, Beaumont, 
Bell, Bond, Bouldin, Briggs, Buuch, Carter, Childs, John F. H. 
Claiborne, Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Evans, Everett, 
Forester, James Garland, Granger, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine, Hoar, Hopkins, 
Howell, Hunt, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, Janes, H. John- 
son, Kinnard, Lawrence, Luke Lee, Lewis, Lineoln, Love, 
Sampson Mason, Maury, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, Mer- 
cer, Milligan, Morria, Dutee J. Pearce, Peyton, Phillips, Reed, 
Rencher, Robertson, Russell, Wm. B. Shepard, Shields, Span- 
gler, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas, Underwood, E. 
Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8. Williams, Wise—71. 

So the report and resolutions were ordered fo lie on the table, 
and they were then ordered to be printed. 

The house resolved itself into a committee of the whole on 
the state of the union generally, (Mr. J. ¥. Mason in the chair), 
and took up for consideration the bill for the reorganization of 
the general land office. 
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The bill was read, and the question being on the amendments 
recommended by the committee On the public lands. Aftera 
long discussion, the amendments were agreed to and the bill 
then laid aside to be reported. 


The committee took up the bill supplementary to the act 
making appropriations for the support of government for the 
year 1836; and, alter some consideration, it was jaid aside to 
be reported. 

At half past two o’clock the committee rose, and the house 
took the usual recess. 

Evening session. The bill to carry into effect certain Indian 
treaties, returned from the senate with amendwents, was taken 
vp, and the amendments were concurred in. 

‘he house also concurred in the amendments of the senate 
to the bill making additional appropriations for the Delaware 
breakwater, and for the improvement of certain harbors, and 
tiie removal of obstructions at the mouths of certain rivers. 

‘The house then resolved itself into a committee of the whole 
©. the state of the union generally, and took up for considera- 
tion the bill supplementary to the bill making appropriations 
for the support of government for the year 1836. 

{This bill provides for the payment of members of both houses, 


_ aud tur the compensation of the officers of government not 


ulherwise provided for. ] : 


A number of amendments were offered to this bill, some of 
which were adopted. Mr. Purks moved to amend it by insert- 
jng a provisiun tor the extension of the grounds of the capitol 
square to Ist street, including what is called the botanic gar- 
den, between Penvsylvania and Maryland avenues. The mo- 
tion was thea advocated by Messrs. Parks and Ward, aud 
agreed to, Mr. Graves moved to amend the bill by adding an 
appropriation for the purebase of the individual stock in the 
Louisville and Portland canal company, which, after considei- 
able discussion, Was rejected, and the bill was laid aside to be 
reported, 


The ‘bill to promote the progress of the useful arts, and to 
repeal all acts, or parts of acts, heretofore made for that pur- 
pose,’? was taken up; and, after some discussion upon the 
many propositions tO amend the bill, by providing for the erec- 
ton of buildings for the accommodation of the treasury and 
state departments, and other measures, a vote being taken, it 
was found that a quorum was not present. The committee 
ruse, and reported this fact to the house, and a call was order- 
ed and proceeded in for some time, 


The house went again into committee, after having obtained 
a quorum, and the discussion of the above bill was renewed. 
Upon taking a vote there appeared to be no quorum, and the 
committee rose, and a call of the house was again ordered and 
proceeded in. When the house went again into committee, on 
amotion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee rose, and reported 
the bill for the reorganization of the land office, and the supple- 
mentary bill making appropriations for the support of govern- 
meut for the year 1836, with the amendments, and the amend- 
ments were agreed to, and the bills severally ordered to a third 
reading, read a thitd time and passed, 

Gu motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house went again into 
cominitiee of the whole on the state of the union, and resumed 
the consideration of the bill to promote the progress of the use- 
ful arts, &c. and, after the adoption of some amendments, the 
bill was laid aside to be reported. Many propositions were 
made and rejected for taking up different bills. On motion of 
Mr. R. M. Johnson, the committee took up the bill to appoint 
three additional paymasters to the army; and after some consi- 
deration, it was laid aside to be reported; also, the bill appoint- 
ing additional surgeons and assistant surgeons for the army. 

Un motion of Mr. Thomas, the committee took up the bill to 
extend the circuit court system of the United States; and after 
a very earnest debate of long continnauce, the bill was passed 
over for want of time further to discuss it. The bill to suspend 
the discriminating duties On goods imported in Portuguese ves- 
sels, and (to reduce the duties on wines, was considered and laid 
aside to be reported. The committee rose, and reported the 
above bills, and they were severally ordered to a third reading, 
rcad a third time and passed. ‘The house went again into com- 
mittee upon a variety of senate bills, several of which were 
considered, reported and finally passed. The house continued 
10 sit until five o’clock, acting upon some bills, which will be 
found enumerated in the list of laws. Much more business 
would probably have been transacted, but for an unpleasant 
occurrence, which involved a question of a violation of order 
by a member of the house, and which, after debate, ended in a 
unaniinous vote of censvre of that member. 

After passing which, the house adjourned, to meet again at 8 
o’clack on Monday. 

Monday, July 4. A resolution to suspend the operation of 
ceriain joint rules which prohibit the sending of bills to the 
president after a certain day was adopted. 

Mr. Mason, of Va. by consent, made a report from the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs, on the subject of the recognition of the 
independence of ‘Texas. 

The report was read, and the conciuding resolutions are as 
follows: 

1. Resolved, That the independence of Texas ought to be ac- 
knowledged by the United States whenever satisfactory infor- 
mation shall be received that it has in Operation a civil govern- 
ment, capable of performing the duties, and fulfilling the obli- 
gations, of an independent power. 





- — 


2. Resolved, That the house of representatives perceive with 
satisfaction that the president of the United States has adopted 
measures to ascertain the political, military and Civil condition 
of Texas. 

Mr. Adams moved that the report and resolutions be laid on 
the table. 


Mr. Pinckney asked the yeas and nays on the motion, and 
they were ordered. 


The question being taken, it was determined in the negative 
as follows: j 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Barton, Beale, 
Beaumont, Bond, N. H. Claiborne, Clark, Coles, Crane, Evans 
Everett, Grennell, Hiland Halli, Hazeltine, Heister, Hoar, Hunt, 
Jarvis, H. Johnson, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Love, MeKen- 
nan, Morris, Parker, Dutee J. Pearce, Phillips, Potts, Reed, 
Russell, Schenck, Slade, Smith, Sprague, Turrill, Vinton—39, 

NAYS—Messtrs. Ash, Beil, Bockee, Boyd, Bunch, Bynum, W, 
B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Cair, Carter, Casey, Chambers, Cha- 
ney, Chapman, Chapin, J. F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Co. 
fee, Connor, Corwin, Cushing, Cushman, Denny, Dickerson, 
Doubleday, Dunlap, Forester, French, W. K. Fuller, Galbraith, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, Granger, Grayson, Haley, 
Hamer, Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Henderson, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingersoll, Janes, 
Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Kinnard, 
Lane, Lawler, Luke Lea, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, 
Mann, Martin, Joon Y. Mason, Wm. Mason, Maury, McCarty, 
McKay, McLene Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, 
Page, Patton, F. Pierce, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, 
Rencher, John Reynolds, Ripley, Robertson, Rogers, Seymour, 
Aug. H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Sloane, Spangler, 
Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, John Thomson, Toucey, Under- 
wood, Ward, Washington, Elisha Whittlesey, Thos. T.Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis Williams, 8. Williams—108. 

Mr. Peyton, remarked that he was as desirous as any mem- 
ber of the house couid be, to discuss the subject of these re- 
solutions; but, as neither the time nor the patience of the house 
would aliow of a debate, he, for the first time in his life, moved 
the previous question. 

The motion was seconded, and the main question was order- 
ed to be put. 


Mr. Adams asked a division of the question, so as to take it 
separately on each resolution. 


The question was, accordingly, taken on the adoption of the 
first resolution, and it was decided in the affirmative by the 
following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Bell, Bockee, Bond, Bouldin, Boyd, 
Bunch, Bynum, J. Calhoon, W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Carter, Casey, G. Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, N. H. 
Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Cushing, Cush- 
man, Darlington, Denny, Dickerson, Doubleday, Dunlap, Fores- 
ter, French, W.K. Fuller, Galbraith, J. Garland, R. Garland, 
Gillet, Granger, Guffin, A. Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hardin, 
Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Haynes, Henderson, Heister, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, Inger- 
soll, Ingham, J. Jackson, R. M. Johnson, C. Johnson, Henry 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Kinnard, Lane, Laporte, Lawler, 
Lay, Gideon Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, Loyall, Lu- 
eas, Lyon, Mann, Martin, J. Y. Mason, W. Mason, Maury, 
May, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, McKim, McLene, Mercer, 
Miller, Milligan, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Owens, Page, Parker, Patterson, Patton, F. Pierce, Pettigrew, 
Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Ripley, 
Robertson, Rogers, Seymour, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, 
Sickles, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Sutherland, 
Taliaferro, Tbomas, J. Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Underwood, 
Ward, Washington, E. Whittlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, Lewis 
Williams, 8. Williams—122. 

NAYS—Messers. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Beale, Clark, 
Crane, Grennell, H. Hall, Hazeltine, Jarvis, Lawrence, Lin- 
coln, Love, D. J. Pearce, Phillips, Potts, Reed, Russell, Slade, 
Vinton—20. 

The question being on the second resolution, 

Mr. Adams said he wished to ask the chairman of the com- 
mittee on foreign relations what evidence he had of the fact 
stated in the resolution. 

Mr. Hardin. 1 can inform the gentleman that the president 
himself stated it to me, in conversation, several days ago. 

The question being taken, the resolution was agreed to as 
follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Ash, Beale, Bockee, Bond, Boyd, Bunch, 
Bynum, John Cathoun, W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Carr, 
Carter, Casey, G. Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, N. H. 
Claiborne, J. F. H. Claiborne, Coffee, Coles, Connor, Cushirg, 
, Cushinan, Denny, Dickerson, Dunlap, Farlin, Forester, French, 
W.K. Fuller, Galbraith, James Garland, R. Garland, Gillet, 
Grayson, Haley, Hamer, Hardin, Harlan, A. G. Harrison, 
Haynes, Henderson, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Huntington, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, J. Jackson, Jarvis, R. M. Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, H. Johnson, J. W. Jones, Kinnard, Lane, Lawler, 
Lay, G. Lee, T. Lee, L. Lea, Lewis, Lucas, Lyon, Job Mann, 
Martin, W. Mason, Maury, May, McCarty, McKay, McKen- 
nan, McKim, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, 
Morris, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Patterson, F. Pierce, Pet- 
tigrew, Peyton, Phelps, J. Reynolds, Ripley, Robertson, Ro- 
gers, Seymour, A. H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickies, Sloane, 
Smith, Spangler, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, Thomas. Joba 
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Thomson, Toucey, Towns, Underwood, Ward, Washington, 
Ff. Whittlesey, T. ‘I’. Whittlesey, L. Williams, 8. Williams— 
1S AYS—-Meésrs. Adams, H. Allen, Bailey, Beaumont, Boul- 
din, Darliigton, Grenneil, Hiland Hall, Hazeltine, Heister, 
pawrence;”Lincolu, Love, Milligan, D. J. Pearce, Phillips, 
Potts, Reed, Russell, Siade—20. 

A meseage was received from the senate informing the house 
that the senate had appointed a committee on their part, to 
‘gin such committee as might be appointed by the house, to 
wait on the president and inform him that the two houses, hav- 
ing finished the legislative business before them, were ready 
to terminate the present session by an adjournment. 

A committee was thereupon appointed on the part of the 
house—and after some time having elapsed, 

Mr. R. M. Johnson, from the joint committee appointed to 
wait on the president, &c. reported that they had discharged 
that duty, and (hat the president had no farther communication 
to make to the house. 

When the house adjourned sine die. 

8B Oter—— 
THE CREEK WAR. 

The public feeling a lively interest in the military operations 
now progressing in the Creek nation, we publish the following 
general order, issued from the head quarters of major general 
Scott, which leaves nu doubt, we apprehend, that matters bave 
wken a decided course in that quarter before this date. 

[ Globe. 
ORDER, NO. ll. 
Head quarters, army of the south, 
Columbus, Georgia, June 20, 1836. 

Major general Sanford will, as fast as he can, arm and equip 
the troops of his division, put them in march by detachments 
on this side of the Chattahooche for Roanoke, and a point be- 
low, which will be given intime. All the regular troops which 
have already arrived, and which are daily expected, inclnding 
the United States marines, will take the same route without 
delay. 

The quartermaster will furnish the necessary land transpor- 
tation for those several detachments, including three day’s sub- 
sistence, in wagons. Besides this provision, every man will 
commence the march with two days’ rations in his haversack, 


and every mounted officer and mounted man will take corn in | 


his wallet sufficient for bis horse for two days. 


9, 18836—FLORIDA WAR. 





Major general Sanford will as soon as practicable, designate | 
two companies, in addition to the three now in Columbus, to | 
be left for the defence of this city; and he will designate one | 
other compauy, to proceed to Furt Mitchell, as a part of the | ! 
_ artillery, will take post at Fort Brooks, ‘Tampa Bay; lieut. col. 


garrison OF that place. These companies will all be infantry, 


and not mounted men. They probably will net long be left) 


stationary; but, if practicable, shall have an opportunity of par- 
licipating in the events of the ficld. WINFIELD SCOTT. 
ORDER, NO. 15. 
Head quarters, army of the south, 
Columbus, Georgia, June 21, 1836. 
Major general Scott has received with great satisfaction, a 
report of the zeal, gallantry and genera! good conduct of the 
Alabama troops, in their march through the enemy’s country 


upon the waters of the Hatchachubbee, under the able com- | 


mand of major general Jessup. 
Major general Jessup will march his forces, by the best prac- 


enemy, Where, in a very few days, he will come into line with 
the Georgia volunteers and a brigade of regular troops. This 
brigade is destined to constitute a part of his command. 

On the union of the forces mentioned, the whole will move 
up the country in concert against the enemy, when it is con- 
fidently hoped that no feelings other than a generous rivalry 
will be entertained by the forces of the different states, or be- 
tween those of a state and the troops of the United States. 
Tie whole will be engaged in a common cause, and againsta 
common enemy, Whom all must be equally desirous to punish 
and to crush, fur the innumerable atroeities which that enemy 
has committed. WINFIELD SCOTT. 

—— 8 © Otenn— 


FLORIDA WAR. 
GENERAL ORDER NO. 43. 
Head quarters of the army, adjutant general’s office, 
Washinglon, June 28th, 1856. 

I. The following designated companies of artillery, which 
coustitute the remaining garrisons on the seabord will immedi- 
ately be withdrawn, and forthwith proceed to Garey’s ferry, 
on Black creek, in Florida, for active service in the field, and 
there take post, until otherwise directed by the commanding 
officer in Florida, or of the troops in that quarter, to wit: 

Company A, 3 artillery, at Fort Sullivan. 

Company C, 4th artillery, at Fort Hamilton, 

Company A, 4th artillery, at Fort Monroe. 

getzistant surgeon Tripler, will accompany the troops to Flo- 
rida. 

If. The president directs that the several captains and subal- 
terns, now absent from their companies, and not on duty with 
the army, nor employed in military service proper, be ordered 
lo join their respective regiments without delay. Accordingly 
the following named officers are relieved from detached service, 
and will forthwith proceed to their proper stations for duty with 
the troops: 


} 


| 
| 
} 
| 





; ingineer duty. 
Lieutenant J. Allen Jst dragoons. 
Lieutenant L. A. B. Walbach, Ist artillery, 
Lieutenant H. Loughborough, 2d artillery, 
Lieutenant W. R. McKee, dd artillery, 
Licutenaut R. C, Smead, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant F. E, Hunt, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant A. Brush, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant J. B. W. Stockion, Ist infantry, 
Lieutenant J. K. Greenough, Ist infantry, 
Lieuteaant T. Stockton, Sih infantry, 
Captain H. Smith, 6th infantry, 
Lieutenant A. Cady, 6th infantry, 
Lieutenant J. Freeman, 6th intantry, 
Lieutenant G. W. Cass, 7th infantry. 
Topographical duty, 
Lieutenant E. White, 3d artillery, 
Lieutenant E. Rose, 3d artillery, 
Lieutenant J. E. Johnston, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant J. N. Macomb, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant J. Cooper, 3d infantry, 
Licutenant J. Berrien, 5th infantry, 
Lieutenant A. Center, 5th infantry, 
Lieutenant T. Drayton, 6th infantry, 
Lieutenant R. Dix, 7th infantry, 
Lieutenant S. Simmons, 7th infantry, 
Lieutenant J. G. Reed, 7th infantry. 


Indian duty. 

Lieutenant J. P. Simonton, lst dragoons, 
Lieutenant J. W. Harris, 3d artillery, 
Lieutenant G. Meade, 3d artillery, 
Lieutenant F. L. Jones, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant E, Deas, 4th artillery, 
Lieutenant J. J. Kingsbury, 3d infantry, 
Lieutenant J. Van Lorn, 3d infantry, 
Captain J. B. F. Bussel, Sth infantry, 
Captain J. Brown, 6th infantry. 

Special service. 
Brevet major T. Legate, 2d artillery, (lead mines). 
Lieut. A. D. Mackay, Ist artillery, (coast survey). 
Lieut. R. H. K. Winteley, 2d artillery, (ordnance). 


lil. The several officers recently serving with the army ir 
Florida, who have been permiited by the commanders in that 
quarter to withdraw temporarily from duty there with a view 
to recruit their health, will now repair to their stations, it is 
hoped with renewed ability to discharge the duties which may 
devolve upon them. Accordingly colone! Lindsay, of the 2d 


Crane, of the same regiment, at Fort Marion, St. Augustine; 
and lieut. colonel Bankhead, of the 3d artillery, will take post 
on the St. Johns. If the field officers named be not able to per- 
form active duty in the field, their experience as commandants 
of posts, and their valuable services as Officers in charge of af- 
fairs, and the general interests of the service within the reach 
of their influence and authority, cannot now be dispensed with. 
Brevet major Mountiort, of the 2d, and captain Lendrum, of the 
3d artillery, and all other officers who have recently left the 
Florida army, will now join their respective regiments. 


IV. Major B. K. Pierce, recently promoted to the Ist artille- 


(ry, will join his regiment in Florida without delay. Lieut. 
| colonel Stanton, quarter master at New York, will forthwith 
ticable route, down the country, to a point a little below the | 


proceed, via Charleston, 8. C. and Augusta, Geo. to the head 
quarters of the general commanding army, Operating against the 
Creek Indians, and there take charge of the quartermaster’s 
departiwent; and major Acneas Mackay, assistant quartermaster, 
at Philadelphia, will repair without delay to New York, and 
report for orders, to lieut. colone) Stanton, 


V. “A due regard to the public interest, and the good of the 
service, no longer justify the practice of granting long leaves of 
absence on the acceptance of the resignations of officers of the 
army. Indulgences ought not to be expected, nor can they be 
accorded to an officer, when the public interest may be con- 
cerned, and his presence, or the preformance of duty be neces- 
sary.’? 

The president accordingly has been pleased to direct, that, 

1. ‘in time of active service, and the employment of the ar- 
my in the field, as is now the case in Florida and elsewhere, if 
the resignation of any oflicer be accepted, it shall take effect 
within thirty days from the date of the order of acceptance, and 
the vacancy-be immediately filled by the next officer entitled to 
promotion, who will forthwith proceed to the station of the offi- 
cer resigned, and there relieve him in its duties, 

2. “All officers now absent on leave, with a view of quitting 
the army, and whose resignation’ have been so far accepted as 
to have been permitted to take effect at some prospective date, 
are hereby required, at the expiration of three months from the 
date of the order of acceptance, either to resume their duties as 
officers of the army, or then vacate their commission. Ifany 
officer choose the former, and joiu his regiment or corps, bis re- 
signation may be considered as cancelled, The officers so ab- 
sent will make their election, and report to the adjutant gene- 
ral accordingly.’? 

VI. In conformity with the 2d paragraph of the foregoing re- 
gulations, leaves of absence, heretofore granted with a view of 
retiring from service, for any period exceeding three months, 
are hereby countermanded; and any officer so absent will im- 
mediately report for duty or consider his resignation ag taking 
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effect from this date. The same rule will apply to other offi- 


cers, now absent under like circumstances of prospective resig- 
nation at the expiration of three months, computing the time 
from the date of the official notification of acceptance. 

VII. The practice of commanding officers assuming authority 
to grant leaves of absence to officers on tendering their resigna- 
tions, is disapproved, it being contrary to the rules of service. 
Letters of resignation, hereafter, will be forwarded to the adju- 
tant general, for decision, at the war department. 

By order of major general Macomb: 
R. JONES, adjutant general. 
8 © Otive- 
RELIEF OF THE WYTHLACOOCHEE. 
OFFICIAL ACCOUNT. 
Head quarters of the corps of relief of the Wythlacoochee block- 
house, on board steamboat Minerva, 

St. Marks, 30th May, 1836. 

Srr: I have the honor to report that the garrison at Camp 
McLemore have been rescued and brought off in safety. 

The Minerva left this place at 2 o’clock, P. M. on the 22d inst. 
and about the same hour of the ensuing day, arrived off the mouth 
of the Wythlacoochee river. On the evening of the 24th, the 
entire corps, amounting in all, to ninety-eight men, commenced 
ascending the river in a large barge, which had, at immense 
labor, been prepared for the expedition, and before one o’clock 
in the morning, we had the pleasure of receiving on board every 
inmate of the miserable structure. The distance from the bar 
at the mouth of the river is upwards of fifteen miles. We 
returned to the steamboat, two miles, perhaps, without the bar 
by eight o’clock A. M. and were soon under weigh for the mouth 
of the Suwannee, whither the boat was now directed to repair 
with all possible despatch. We had the good fortune not to be 
fired upon. The enemy was not seen in any force, an indivi- 
dual only having been discovered, perhaps surprised, on the 
margin of the stream—several fires, apparently those of In- 
dians’ encampments, were seen On the south side of the river, 
near the block-house. The lastattack received by the garrison, 
occurred on the preceding Friday, 18th inst. 

On my arrival at Old Town (Suwannee) [ was gratified to 
find that the stockade at that place, had not been abandoned. 
In order to strengthen the defences on that frontier, [ left, sub- 
ject tothe orders of Major Cuthbert, a detachment of twenty- 
five men under the command of capt. Willis, of the Leon 
county quota. Fort Dabney was furnished with a large supply 
of ammunition, and all the subsistence which could be spared 
from the steamboat, was ordered also to be left at that place. 

I have instructed capt. Walker to permit his company to re- 
turn to their respective homes, and remain until Saturday next, 
when they will assemble in Monticello, to be mustered out of 
service. The accompanying communication, from the officers 
of the brave little band, has been handed me, by captain W. 
with a request that it may be published— may | desire that your 
excelliency will so direct? 

Next to the satisfaction I experience in reporting the relief 
of the block-house, is the pleasure I enjoy, in speaking of the 
conduct of the gallant little corps, who achieved the rescue. 
They merited and were rewarded with success—success which 
was not the less acceptable, because it was bloodless. I desire 
to present for the archives of the executive office, a list of the 
names of the “‘corps of relief,’’ and of the garrison relieved. 

{f within the limits of my duty, [ would recommend, for the 
more perfect protection of the remaining settiements on the 
frontier of this young community, the immediate employment 
of a steamboat of small burthen and light draft, the tow-boats 
in use in the tributary streams of our large rivers would answer 
very well—let her be well manned, one hundred men at the 
least, and two six pounders, cause her to be well fortified, and 
the machinery pert: cularly well protected. Let her be directed 
first to co-operate with the steamer ordered by maj. gen. Scott 
to ply on the Suwannee river by passing through the numerous 
bayous, which make out through either bank of that river, near 
its mouth. When this duty shall have been performed, cause 
her to ascend in succession, al! the streams susceptible of such 
navigation as far south as circumstances may justify. It is 
believed to be a peculiarity of the aboriginal nations of Ame- 
rica, and particularly of the Seminole tribe, to select as the 
sites of their own towns and patches, places, contiguous to 
large bodies of water. The Micosnkee town and Suwannee 
old town, the principal objects of the brilliant campaign of 
1818, as far as the savages were concerned, were situated, each, 
on a large sheet of water, and the hostile portions of the pre- 
gent race of Florida Indians, will be found not to have sought 
the jungles and hammocks, which skirt the swamps of the pe- 
ninsula for security alone, but also for the great facility which 
they thus enjoy, in fishing and bathing? Their new towns and 
new plantations will be discovered, to be on the banks of the 
rivers, so near that they must be subject to such operations as 
} suggest. 

Should a boat, prepared. furnished and equipped as T recom- 
mend, succeed in passing the rapids on the Wythlacoochee, of 
which I have very little doubt it would be capable, we should 
goon have the pleasure of knowing that the now famous cove 
would be disenchanted of that impregnability, with which it 
has been invested, more by the prolific imaginings of that brain, 
which did not fancy an Indian squaw in every bush, during the 
marchings which occurred in the last grand campaign: than 
by any actual obstacle to a thorough scouring of that supposed 
retreat of the enemy. 

















To the south of the Wythlacoochee, and not more than 30 
miles from the mouth of that stream, are two other large rivers— 
one of them the We-wac-ki-a-hacka or Crystal river; the largest 
perhaps on the gulf, is within 12 miles of Amasurra island, the 
other, We-ke-wa, lies further to the south. Both are Haviva- 
ble, as [ am informed and believe, quite up to their source, be- 
ing like the Wacissa river from their very heads. To the north 
of the Wythlacoochee and not far from the Suwannee, lies the 
Wacassassa, which is likewise susceptible of navigation. Ty» 
enemy will be found oun these rivers, I have almost every reg- 
son to believe, not in parties ‘dispersed’? by the late operations 
but voluntarily formed for the ‘greater facility of engaging in 
their marauding expeditions, hunting, planting, &c. In any 
event, by means of these streams, not only any quantity of 
subsistence, but any number of men also may be conveyed into 
the heart of the enemy’s country. The future operations of 
this war, to be successful, must, I respectfully submit, be con- 
ducted not with the very laudable view of pursuing such smaij 
parties of the enemy, as annoyed the army of Florida in its late 
grand movements, and ascertaining their sex, bat their towns 
must be burnt down, their provisions destroyed, their growing 
crops cut down, and lastly, their women and children must be 
sought and captured. In attempting.to accomplish the objects 
above indicated or perbaps either of them, the enemy might be 
brought to a general engagement, to render the result of which 
perfectly sactisfactory to the supposed present views of the di- 
plomatic agent of the war department, only 1,000 volunteers 
would be quite adequate—amply sufficient, especially if those 
volunteers happened to be from that community, to be a com- 
manding general in which is deemed so great a misfortune, | 
do not hesitate, sir, to declare as my firm conviction, that one 
thousand men, such as the population of this territory can even 
now afford, under the command of an active and enterprizing 
officer, will, if ordered to act in simultaneous and co-operative 
movement, with expeditions by water, such as recommended, 
bring this disgraceful war to a close in less than three months, 
and long before the * THREE THOUSAND GOOD TROOPS,” 
so much desired, can be brought into the field. Should it be 
ascertained that that furce cannot be raised from our oppressed 
and harassed country, an appeal to the gallant sons of the west, 
will bring us the means of preventing, in an effectual manner, 
those incursions, which seem sometimes almost to threaten the 
existence of the territory. The fancied unhealthiness of the eli- 
mate can no longer be urged against the continuance of active 
operations against the enemy in summer. Should a campaign 
be resolved upon—a measure which I would most respectfully, 
but earnestly urge upon the consideration of your excellency— 
more can be accomplished at this season, June and July, with 
less expense of life and treasure, than at any other. It is no 
torious to al! who have observed the operations of our climate, 
that May, June and July are the most healthy months of the 
spring, summer and fall. In corroboration of this remark, I 
have to communicate a fact, not less interesting and gratifying 
to the humane and benevolent, than it must be valuable in the 
future operations to the government—there was not a case of 
disease in the block-house, and but one of even slight indispo- 
sition, though the miserable edifice had no roof on it, and the 
men had subsisted, for upwards of twenty days, without meat, 
without bread and without salt; parched corn and a coarse ho- 
miny, made in a worn-out hand-mill, were their only food, the 
maize had been exposed to the weather for nearly the whole 
period of their detention. I have said more could be accom- 
plished—the women and children of the enemy can now be 
found, wherever their plantations are, and further, their crops 
are now growing and may be destroyed. I gave no particular 
order in regard to the steamboat. Most respectfully, your obe- 
dient servant, LEIGH READ, M.C. 
corps of relief to the Wythlacoochee block-house. 


30th May, 1836. 
To colonel Read and the officers and privates under his command, 
for the relief of the forces on the Wythlacoochee. 

Allow us, in behalf of ourselves and men, to return you OW 
most sincere thanks for your noble gallantry, in relieving us 
from the very perilous situation in which we were placed a few 
days since, and where, perhaps, we should have been every 
man massacred. Gallant benefactors! worthy of your ances 
tors of 776, 


It could not possibly have been for sport or recreation, that 
you attempted to remove us from the Wythlacoochee, because 
you well knew that we were completely surrounded by our 
barbarous enemy, but from a greatness of soul, known only to 
the good and virtuous, You attempted and succeeded in your 
perilous enterprise, of entering the Wythlacoochee and resco 
ing us from our impending fate; or with the determined resolu- 
tion to perish ia the attempt, although discouraged at home by 
some, who should have deen among the first to come to our as- 
sistance. 

Taken by major McLemore by orders received from genera! 
Scott, at head-quarters, to the Wythlacoochee with eorn for the 
use of the army under his command, we were left there; and 
general Scott, regardless of his promise to relieve us, left the 
Indian nation, and abandoned us to our fate; where we should, 
most probably, have meta horrid death, had it not been for your 
timely assistance. ; 

To his excelleney governor Call, we are also under lasting 
obligations, for the very active part taken. by him for us, and 








the 
cru 
star 


forn 


the 

beli 
you 
wor 


and 
tue 


ern 


Bal 
con 
den 
tion 
hig 


Th 
pra 

C 
low 


thi: 
Ia 








1an 30 
Vers— 
argest 
dd, the 
a&Viga- 
'€, be- 
north 
es the 
. The 
Y fea- 
tions, 
ing in 
n any 
lily of 
‘d into 
Ons of 
P con- 
smal] 
its late 
towns 
Owing 
Ust be 
bjeets 
ght be 
Which 
he di- 
nteers 
those 
com- 
ne, | 
it one 
heven 
izing 
trative 
nded, 
onthe, 
IPS,” 
d it be 
ressed 
> west, 
anner, 
en the 
he eli- 
active 
mpaign 
tfully, 
ney— 
> with 
is no- 
imate, 
of the 
iark, I 
tifying 
in the 
case of 
dis po- 
id the 
meat, 
se ho- 
id, the 
whole 
ccom- 
ow be 
erops 
licular 
ir obe- 
C. 
Use, 


836. 


mand, 


yu OW 
ing us 
}afew 
every 
ances 


n, that 
2cause 
yy our 
nly to 
» your 
rescu 
esolu- 
me by 
yur as- 


eneral 
for the 
p; and 
ft the 
hould, 
your 


jasting 
is, and 


NILES’ REGISTER—JULY 9, 1886—THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 828 








— pani emit a - om ~ 
———— eee 


the deep interest expressed by him for our deliverance from the 
cruel deaths which awaited us, either from s@Vage hands or 
starvation. 

We are also most happy to say that your expedition was per- 
formed without the loss of a single man. 

Gallant countrymen! words cannot express, nor pen write 
the deep sense of gratitude which we feel towards you; and we 
believe your joy was equal, if noteven greater than ours, when 
you found that we were able to answer the welcome watch- 
word of *“ALL’?S WELL!”? 

We know that your feelings, at that time, were unutterable, 
and known and felt by the brave and generous alone; but vir- 
we is of itself a sufficient reward for all good actions. We are, 
gentiemen, yours with the greatest respect and esteem. 

“ L. B. WALKER. capt. C. company 4 19th, R. F. M. 

WILLIAM G. POWELL, lieutenant. 
8. A. ‘I. LAWRENCE, surgeon. 
1 BO ter —— 
BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD. 
RESIGNATION OF PHILIP E. THOMAS, ESQ. 
Office of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road co. 30th June, 1836. 

Ata special meeting held this day, the following proceedings 
were had—Josern W. PaTTrerson, esq. was appointed prest- 
dent pro. tem.—when the committee appointed on the 7th 
inst. to confer with Philip E, Thomas, esq. in regard to his re- 
signation of the presidency of this company, tendered by him 
to the board on that date, reported verbally, that they had held 
several interviews with Mr. Thomas on the subject, and that 
it had continued, against their remonstrances, to be his earnest 
wish to withdraw from his actual situation—that the board 
were aware that such had been his desire for a long time past, 
and that he had only been prevented from taking this step 
sooner in condescension to the wishes of the board. The 
committee reluctantly, and with regret, were obliged to add, 
that in consideration of the impaired condition of Mr. Thomas? 
health, they believed it indispensable to its restoration, and to 
his comfort, that he should be relieved from the confinement 
and labor incident to the discharge of the duties of the office 
which has been so ably filled by him. 

The letter of resignation which is as follows, was then read 
and considered. 

Office of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road co. 7th June, 1836. 
To the directors of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, 

GENTLEMEN: [tis known to you that the duties which have 
devolved upon me as president of this company, have been ex- 
tremely arduous, and that for several years past, they have ne- 
cessarily so wholly occupied my time, that I have scarcely had 
any opportunity to devote the least attention to my private af- 
fairs. The circumstances of the company have however, until 
very recently been such, in the opinion of my friends, as to 
render my withdrawal from the post in which your confidence 
and kindness had placed me, incompatible with the interests 
of the company; and this consideration alone has prevented 
me from carrying into effect my earnest wish to retire. 

The extension of the main line-of the road being effected as 
far as to Harper’s Ferry on the Potomac river, at which point 
it is now connected with the Winchester and Potomac rail- 
way; and the lateral road to Washington being also opened, 
and in successful operation, I feel myself at liberty to with- 
draw from the situation of president of the company. 

On retiring from a position in which | have received so 
many proofs of your personal friendship, [ cannot forbear the 
expression of my most grateful acknowledgments. When I 
entered upon the duties of this office, little was known in our 
country, either as regarded the construction of railways or the 
application of moving power upon them, and indeed the ex- 
perience of Europe at that time, offered but feint and very un- 
certain lights in relation to this system. We had, therefore, 
of necessity, every thing to learn; and without your constant 
and cordial co-operation, Lam sensible | could not have sus- 
tained myself—under the many complicated difficulties which 
often pressed upon me—an extensive fund of valuable informa- 
tion has now been obtained, a universal confidence is felt in 
the undertaking, and a firm determination is manifested to car- 
ry it forward to its final completion as originally intended. 
Under theze circumstances I feel assured, that with the exccl- 
lent organization you have adopted in relation to the several de- 
partments into which the concerns of the company are divided, 
its further management will be rendered much less difficult, 
and that the early completion of the road may be considered as 
certain. An opportunity will then be afforded of fully testing 
the usefulness of this undertaking, and whilst important bene- 
fits will be secured to our country, and especially to the city of 
Baltimore, by the facilities, opened through the channel of 
communication with the west, the stockholders, under a pru- 
dent management of their affairs, will receive a fair remunera- 
tion for their capital invested. With the assurance of my 
highest regard and esteem, I am, very respectfully your friend, 

P. E. THOMAS. 

When on motion of Mr. Hawkins, it was 

Resolved, That this board accepts the resignation of P. E. 
Thomas, of the presidency of this company, with deep and 
profound regret. 

On motion of Mr. Brown, seconded by Mr. McKim, the fol- 
lowing resolutions were unanimously adopted, viz: 

Resolved, That the most unfeigned and cordial thanks of 
this board are due to Mr. Thomas for the long, faithful and va- 
lwable services rendered by him to this company —services 
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which none but those who have been associated with him in 
the prosecution of this most arduous work are capable of ap- 
preciating, and rendered at an expense of private interests 
which itis difficult to calculate, but which must be well un- 
derstood by this community, and of bealith which has been sa- 
crificed by close and continuous application to the business of 
this company. 

On the commencement of this work, of which be has been 
in fact, the father and projector, every thing connected with its 
construction was new, crude and doubtful, with little light to 
guide the way, and that derived from distant and uncertain 
sources—now, such has been the increase of information and 
experience acquired under his auspices and direction, as to 
ensure the completion and success of the undertaking, if pro- 
secuted with the same zeal, assiduity and integrity, which has 
ever marked his course. 

Resolved further, That this board in taking leave of Mr. 
Thomas, their president, cannot omit the opportunity of ten- 
dering to him their respectful acknowledgments of the uniform, 
correct, urbane and friendly conduct which has characterised 
his deportment during the time of their official intercourse, and 
of expressing to him their best wishes for the speedy restora- 
tion of his health, and for his future prosperity. 

Resolved, That the president pro. tem. convey to Mr. Tho- 
mas a copy of these proceedings under his signature, 

Truc copy from the minutes of the board 

J. J. ATKINSON, secretary. 
+8 © Oe 
THE FORTIFICATION BILL. 

When the fortification appropriation bill was up in the se- 
nate on Tuesday, Mr. Clay made some remarks, of which a re- 
port is subjoined—an imperfectly brief sketch having been all 
that time and room allowed us to give in our last: [Nat. Int. 

Mr. Clay thought there was no inconsistency between the 
two propositions to amend the bill as proposed by the senator 
from South Carolina, with the view of reducing the amount 
proposed for fortifications, and to amend it as proposed by the 
senator from Delaware, to restrain the issue of money from the 
public treasury, except as it should be called for in a course of 
regular disbursement. Both might be well adopted, and he 
hoped would be. 

He had, however, risen more particularly for the purpose of 
calling the attention of the senate to the enormous and alarm- 
ing amount of appropriations which had been actually made, 
or were in progress, during this session. He had procured 
from the secretary of the senate a statement of such as had 
been made by bills which had passed one or both houses up to 
the 27th of last month, when it amounted to about twenty-five 
millions. Since then, other bills had passed, which swelled it 
up to thirty-two or three millions; ard other bills were now in 
progress, and would probably pass, carrying it up to forty mil- 
lions, or beyond that sum. Forty millions of dollars in one 
year, when we have no debt, and no foreign war! Will not 
the country be justly alarmed, profoundly astonished, when it 
hears of these enormous appropriations? Is it possible to pro- 
ceed with the government on such a scale of expenditure? 

Why, sir, itis a greater amount than is appropriated to simi- 
lar objects by the British parliament, since its reform, in one 
year. The whole revenue of Great Britain is about forty-two 
inillions sterling, of which sum twenty-eight millions is applied 
to the public debt, six to the payment of pensions, annuities, 
&c. and only about eight millions to the current annual expen- 
ses of the whole of their vast establishments, military and 
naval, and the civil government at home and abroad. Now, 
forty millions of dollars exceed eight millions sterling. Who 
would have supposed that an administration which came in 
upon pledges and promises of retrenchment, reform and econo- 
my, should in the eighth year of its rule have swelled the ex- 
penditure of the government to an amount exceeding that of 
Great Britain? And this surprise must be increased when 
we reflect that the British parliament stands to the people of 
Great Britain in the double relation of the federal and state 
governments to the people of the United States. 

When Mr. Adams left the administration, the current annual 
expenses of the government, exclusive of the public debt, 
amounted to about twelve millions. Only afew years ago a 
secretary of the treasury under the present administration (Mr. 
McLean) estimated the ordinary expenses of the government 
at fifteen millions annually. Even during the present session, 
the able senator from New York, when the lfand bill was un- 
der discussion, placed them, for a series of succeeding years, at 
eighteen millions. And now we propose, in this year, to more 
than treble the amount of expenditure during the extravagant 
administration, as it was charged, of Mr. Adams! 

Mr. Clay hoped the senate would pause. He called upon the 
friends of the administration, in no taunting or reproachful 
spirit, to redeem the pledges and promises with which they 
came into power. Ifthe love of country; if a faithful discharge 
of duty to the people; if a just economy, would not animate 
them, and stay these extravagant appropriations, he hoped the 
devotion to party would. Could they expect to continue in 
power (and he candidly confessed that he was not particularly 
anxious that they should) with such unexampled appropria- 
tions? How can they meet their constituents with these bills 
staring them in the face? 

And for what purpose shall they be made? Does any man 
believe, will any senator rise in his place and say, that these 
immense appropriations can be prudently, safely and wisely 
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disbursed? He had, indeed, heard that it was not expected 
they would be. He had heard, what was too wicked, profli- 
gate and monstrous for him to believe, that it was intended to 
withdraw the appropriations from the public treasury, place 
them to the credit of disbursing officers, in the custody of local 
banka, and thus elude the operation of the deposite bill, which 
has recently passed. That bill had been demanded by the peo- 
ple of this country. It had passed, from a profound sense of 
duty, in consequence of that demand, by unprecedented majo- 
rities in both houses. And he would not allow himself fora 
moment to believe that a sinister design existed any where to 
elude the operation of that great and salutary measure. What, 
sir! is the money of the people of this country to be held in the 
deposite banks, one of which, according to a statement going 
the rounds of the papers, has made 14} per cent. dividend for 
six months? 

The annaal average appropriations for fortifications hereto- 
fore have been about seven bundred and fifty or eight hundred 
thousand dollars; and by the bill now. before us, and that fora 
similar object which we have sent to the house, if both pass, 
we shall have appropriated for fortifications for one year four 
millions anda half. Is it possible in one year judiciously to 
expend this enormous sum? When we look at the price of la- 
bor, the demands upon it for an increase of the army, for vo- 
junteers, and for the general avocations of society, does any 
body believe that this vast sum can. be judiciously laid out? It 
has been said that, having omitted to make any appropriation 
last year, we ought this year to appropriate double the ordina- 
rysum. But, if you cannot safely expend it, why should that 
be done? He was willing to make large and liberal appropria- 
tions for the navy and for fortifications; we ought, however, to 
Jook to all our great interests, and regulate the appropriations 
in reference to a survey of the whole country; and he earnestly 
entreated the senate to fulfil the hopes and expectations which 
had been recently inspired in the people of this country, by 
checking and putting itself decidedly against this rash, wild 
and ruinous extravagance. He would vote for the commit- 
meut, to reduce the appropriations one-half; after which there 
would remain an amount equal to double the ordinary annual 
appropriations, without including the sum in the bill now be- 
fore the house. 

8 B Stee 
VOTES IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
MONDAY, JUNE 13, 1836. 

On ordering the bill to establish the northern boundary line of the 
state of Ohio, and to provide for the admission of Michigan 
into the union, to a third reading. 

YEAS—Messrs. Chilton Allan, Anthony, Ash, Ashley, Beale, 
Bean, Beaumont, Bockve, Bond, Boon, Borden, Buuldin, Bovee, 
Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, Bunch, Burns, John Calhoon, Cam- 
breleng, Campbell, Carr, Casey, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, N. 
H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coffee, Coles, 
Connor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Cushinan, Deberry, Denny, 
Dickerson, Dickson, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Fairfield, Farlin, 
Fowler, French, Fry, Philo C. Faller, William K. Fuller, Gal- 
braith, James Garland, Gillett, Granger, Grantland, Grayson, 
Haley, Jos. Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Samuel 5S. Harrison, A. 
G. Harrison, llawes, Hawkins, Haynes, Heister, Hopkins, 
Howard, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, 
William Jackson, Jabez Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Jos. Jolinson, 
Richard M. Johuson, Cave Johnson, Henry Johnson, J. W. 
Jones, Benjamin Jones, Judson, Kilgore, Lane, Lansing, La- 
porte, Lawler, Lay, G. Lee, J. Lee, L. Lea, Leonard, Logan, 
Loyall, Lyon, Abija Mann, Martin, Wm. Mason, M. Mason, 
Maury, May, McKay, MeKeon, McKim, MecLene, Miller, Mont- 
gomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, 
Patton, Franklin Pierce, Dutte J. Pearce, Pettigrew, Phelps, 
Pinckney, Rencher, John Reynolds, Ripley, Roane, Rogers, Sey- 
mour, Wim. B. Shepard, Aug. H. Shepperd, Sheilds, Shinn, 
Sickles, Sloane, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, Storer, Suther- 
jand, Taylor, Thomas, ‘John Thomson, Toucey, Turriil, Van- 
derpoel, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, 
Webster, Weeks, White, E. Whittlesey, T. F. Whitthesey—153. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, Bell, Briggs, 
Wa. B. Calhoun, George Chambers, John Chambers, Childs, 
Ciark, Everett, Graves, Grennell, Griffin, Hiland Hali, Hard, 
Hardin, Harper, Hazeltine, Hoar, Ingersoll, Jenifer, Lawrence, 
Lincoln, Love, Sampson Mason, McCarty, McKennan, Mercer, 
Milligan, Morris, Parker, J. A. Pearce, Phillips, Potts, Reed, 
Robertson, Russell, Slade, Steele, Taliaferro, Underwood, L. 
Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise—45. 

On ordering the Arkansas bill to a third reading. 

YEAS—Messrs, Chilton Allan, Ash, Ashley, Barton, Beale, 
Bean, Bell, Lockee, Boon, Bouldin, Boyd, Brown, Buchanan, 
Bunch, Burns, John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carter, 
Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Chapin, N. H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Coffee, Coles, Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Deberry, Dick- 
son, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, French, 
Fry, W.K. Fuller, Galbraitn, J. Garland, Rice Garland, Gillet, 
Grantiand, Graves, Grayson, Griffin, Haley, Jos. Hall, Hamer, 
Hardin, Harlan, Albert G. Harrison, Hawes, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Huntington, Hunts- 
man, Ingham, J. Jackson, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, R. M. John- 
son, Cave Jolinson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Judson, 
Kilgore, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Lawler, Gideon Lee, Jo- 
shua Lee, Luke Lea, Leonard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, 
Lyon, Abijah Mann, Job Mann, Martin, John Y. Mason, Wm. 








Mason, Moses Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, MeKeon 
McKim, MeLépe, Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg 
Owens, Page, Parks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, Phelps, 
Pinckney, Reneher, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ripley. 
Roane, Robertson, Rogers, Beymour, Aug. H. Shepperd, Shield.’ 
Sickles, Spangler, Speight, Standefer, Storer, Taliaferro, Tay- 
lor, Thomas, Jokn Thomson, Toucey, Turrill, Vanderpog) 
Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Washington, Webster, Weeks 
White, ‘I’. F. Whittlesey, 8. Williams, Wise—147. 4 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Authony, Bailey 
Bond, Borden, Briggs, Wm. B. Calhoun, Childs, Clark, Crane, 
Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, P. C. Fuiler, Gren. 
neil, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Samuel 8S. Harrison, Hazeltineg 
Henderson, Heister, Hoar, Ingersoll, Wm. Jackson, Janes, La. 
porte, Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Love, 8. Mason, McCarty, 
MecKennan, Milligan, Morris, Parker, D. J. Pearce, Phillips, 
Potts, Reed, Russell, Shinn, Slade, Sloane, Underwood, Vinton 
E,. Whittlesey, L. Williams—852. 





VOTES IN THE SENATE, 

The injunction of secrecy having been removed by the senate 
from the proceedings and votes upon the treaty with the Clie- 
rokee Indians, we extract therefrom the following concluding 
proceedings thereon: { Nat. Int. 

Wednesday, May 18, 1836. The senate proceeded to the con- 
sideration Of the resolution for the ratification of the Cherokee 
treaty. 

A motion was made by Mr. Clay to strike out all the resolu- 
tion after the word ‘resolved,’ and to inseit: 

‘That the instrument of writing purporting to be a treaty con- 
cluded at New Echota, on the 29th day of December, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-five, between the United States 
and the chiefs, headmen and people of the Cherokee tribe of 
Indians, and the supplementary articles thereto annexed, were 
not made and concluded by authority on the part of the Chero- 
Kee tribe competent to bind it; and, therefore, without reter- 
ence to the terms and conditions of the said agreement and sup- 
plementary articles, the senate cannot consent to, and advise 
the ratification thereof as a valid treaty, binding upon the Che- 
rokee tribe or nation. 

**Resolved, That the senate do advise the president to open 
anew negotiation with the Cherckces on the east side of the 
Mississippi, or with persons invested by them with full powers 
to treat in their behalf, upon the basis of a cession of the whole 
country of the Cherokees on the east side of the Mississippi, or 
any part thereof that may be deemed most expedient and prac 
ticable.?? 

Aud the question being stated by the chair, **Shall the words 
proposed to be stricken out stand part of the resolution??? 

The yeas were 29, the nays 15. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ewing, 
of Ill. Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, King, 
of Ala. King, of Geo. Linu, McKean, Moore, Morris, Niles, 
Preston, Rives, Robinson, Ruggles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Walker, Wall, White, Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, 
of Ohio, Leigh, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, 
Swifi, Tomlinson, Webster. 

On the question to agree to the resolution as submitted for 
the ratification of the treaty, 

It was determined in the affirmative—yeas 31, nays 15. 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are, 

Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchanan, Cuthbert, Ewing, 
of Ulinois, Goldsborough, Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, Hubbard, 
Kent, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Linn, McKean, 
Mangum, Moore, Morris, Niles, Preston, Rives, Robinson Rug 
gles, Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, Wright. 

Those who voted in the negative, are, 

Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Davis, Ewing, 
of Ohio, Leigh, Naudain, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, 
Swift, Tomlinson, Webster. 

+8 © G+ 
ABOLITION. 
Legislature of Pennsylvania—the slave question. 

The following is the report of the committee on the judiciary 
system on the subject of abolition societies and incendiary 
publications—TnHappevos STEvENS, chairman; read in the 
house, May 30th, 1836, 





REPORT. 

The committee on the judiciary system, to whom was refer- 
red the message of the governor, trawemitting resolutions of the 
legislatures of the states of Virginia, Kentucky and Mississipp', 
on the subject of abolition societies and “incendiary”? publica 
tions, made report— 

That the resolutions of the legislature of Virginia (with 
which those of the other states named accord), assert: : 

Ist. That this commonwealth (Virginia) ooly has the right 
to control or interfere with the subject of domestic slavery 
within its limits; and that this right will be maintained at all 
hazards.”? 

The committee readily grant that none of the other states OF 
congress, has any right by legislation, to interfere witb or con 
trol domestic slavery within the slaveholding states, ‘That 15 
prohibited by the constitution of the United States. Nor are 
they aware that any of the states, or citizens thereof, or cov 
gress, claim such right. But the commitiee cannot concede 
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that individual freemen are, or can be prohibited from discuss- 
ing the question of stavery, in all its bearings upon the morali- 
ty, religion and happiness of a people, and the expediency and 
duty of abolishing it by constitutional means. 4 

94 resolution. **That the state of Virginia has a right to 
claim prompt and efficient legislation by her co-states to re- 
strain, as far as may be, and to punish those of her citizens 
who, in defiance of their social duty and that of the constitu- 
tivn, assail her safety and tranquility, by forming associations 
fur the abolition of slavery, printing, publishing and circulating 
seditious or incendiary publications, designed, ealculated, or 
having a tendency to operate on her population, and that this 
right, fuunded as it is on international law, is peculiarly forti- 
fied by a just consideration of the intimate and sacred relations 
which exist between the states vf the union.”? 

The Sth resolution asserts—*'That congress has no power to 
abolish slavery in the District Gf Columbia, Or the territories of 
the United States.’? 

The 6th declares—“That this general assembly would re- 
ard any act of congress having for its object the abolition of 


slavery in the District of Columbia or the territories of the U. | 


States, as affording just cause of alarm to the slaveholding 
states, and bringing the union into imminent peril.”? 

The committee are compelled, by a sense of duty which they 
owe to Pennsylvania as a sovereign and independent state, and 
to themselves as freemen, to deny the right of Virginia, or any 
other state, to claim from us any legislation of the character re- 
ferred to in these resolutions. Every citizen of the non-slave- 
holding states has a right freely to think and publish his 
thoughts On ANY subject of national or state policy. Nor can 
he be compelled to confine his remarks to such subjects gs af- 
fect only the state in which he resides, 

Without regard to the place of his residence, he may attempt 
toshow that the usury laws of New York or Pennsylvania, or 
the laws regulating negro slavery in Virginia or Mississippi, 
are immoral and unjust, and injurious to the prosperity and 
happiness of the respective states; his arguments may be weak, 
foolish and false, but it would be tyranny to probibit their pro- 
mulgation. Could any other state maintain the right to claim 
from us such legislation, we and our citizens would be reduced 
to a vassalage but little less degrading than that of the slaves 
whose condition we assert the right to discuss. 
yield our assent to the Opinion that congress does not possess 


the right to abolish slavery within the District of Columbia and | 


the territories of the United States. No such prohibition, is to 
be found in the constitution of the United States. But the un- 
restricted right to legislate for them is expressly granted. 
Possessing such rfyht, it would seem to be a reproach upon 
our national legislature not to have exercised it heretofore. 
Slavery not only exists with the District over which congress 
has exclusive jurisdiction, but itis understood to be an exten- 
sive market for the sale of slaves. 


NILES’ REGISTER—JULY 9, 1836—U. STATES MILITARY ACADEMY. 


gE a ee 





| 
{ 
| 


| 
! 





} 


| 
Nor can we} 





$25 


lar appropriations necessary for the year are set forth in the 
estimate marked A, annexed to the report of the committee, 
and are recommended by this board, 

The board believed it to be their duty to examine also into 
the fiscal affairs of the cadets, and they are happy to express 
their full approval of the discipline and regulations upon this 
subject. Each cadet receives, in pay and rations, $28 per 
month, and no more. With this sum he is obliged to pay his 
board and to provide all the furniture to his room—all his books, 
his clothing and every necessary; the government providing 
nothing for bim but instruction, arms and a room to lodge in. 
By a very salutary regulation $2 a month are reserved out of 
each cadet’s pay until he leaves the institution. Thus, if he is 








‘dismissed, he bas the means of returning to his family; if he 


graduates, the means of providing himself a proper uniform. 
The wisdom of this provision is apparent from the fact (which 
this board has satisfactorily ascertained) that the greater part of 
the cadets are of indigent parentage.* ‘l’o preserve an entire 
equality among them in this respect, the regulation which for- 
bids “‘any cadet to apply for or receive money or any Olber sup- 
ply from his parents, or from any person whomsoever, without 
permission from the secretary of war,’ is strietly enforced. 
Rigid economy therefore is required from the cadets to enable 
them with their pay to meet the necessary demands upon their 
funds. They are obliged to keep accurate accounts of their ex- 
penditures, and if any of their pay remains unexpended for ne- 
cessaries, they are not permitted to receive it, unless for very 
special purposes, 

They are thus with great care taught lessons of order and 
economy which become of the utmost value to them in after-life, 
and which have already so distinguished the graduates of the 
academy that the experiment of making them the disbursing 
agents of the government on its public works has been eminent- 
ly successful. And it is, doubtless, from this cause that they 
present the excellent example of having disbursed millions of the 
public funds without a dollar’s defalcation. 

This is considered by the board of visiters as the legitimate 
result of the course of education at the academy. And it must 
be apparent to every One, that the strict morality, bigh sense of 
honor, and the lessons of order and economy, which they are 
taught, render them invaluable agents of the government, and 
will compensate the nation for the very moderate expenditure 


| which is incurred in their education. 


| 


2a. The internal police. This comprehended, among other 
things, an inquiry into the provisions for the comfort and the 
regulations for the conduct of the cadets while in barracks, pur- 
suing their studies. 

This merits the entire approval of the board. 


The fare of all the cadets is precisely alike. They eat ata 


‘common table. The furniture of their rooms and their con- 


To witness droves of hu- | 


man beings, bound together with iron fetters, and lashed for- | 


ward to hopeless servitude, by freemen, descanting loudly and 
boastfully on the blessings of liberty, is a moral anomaly, 
which fails to shock only because of its familiarity. Tie com- 
mittee forbear to notice those parts of the resolutions which 
seem to imply a menace, if the non-slaveholding states should 
hot comply with the wishes of the slaveholding states on this 
subject. As it can hardly be believed that they were intended 
lo bear such construction, the committee report the following 
resolutions: 

Resolved, That the slaveholding states alone have the right 
to regulate and control domestic slavery within their limits. 

Resolved, That congress does possess the constitutional 
power, and it is expedient to abolish slavery and the slave 
trade within the District of Columbia. 

4 @ B Otc 

UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY. 

Report of the board of visiters invited by the secretary of war 
to attend to the general examination of the cadets of the 
United States military academy. 

lon. Lewis Cass, secretary of war: 

Sir: The undersigned have, in compliance with your request, 
attended the annual examination of the cadets at this post, and 
herewith report the result of their investigation. 

Having been instructed by their letter of appointment to 

“make a fall and free investigation in regard to the course of 

struction, boih military and scientific, to the internal police, 

discipline and fiscal concerns of the institution,” the board of 

Visiters entered upon and have conducted their examinations 

With the most rigid serutiny. Every facility for this purpose 

Was afforded by the officers of the institution. 

In order, most effectually, to discharge their duty, the board 
committed the different branches of their investigations to com- 
Mitlees of their members, whose separate duty it became to ex- 
anine into, Ist, the fiscal affairs; 2d, the internal polices 3d, 
the course of instruction; 4th, religions instruction; aud Sth, 
the Military education and discipline of the academy. 

These several committees have submitted to the board the 
result of their respective investigations; and their reports, after 
having been sanctioned by the entire board, are herewith trans- 
Mitted to the secretary of war, for his more particular informa- 
On upon those several subjects. 

Ist. The fiscal affairs. The quartermaster’s and paymaster’s 
departments were carefully examined, and satisfactory evidence 
lurnished that the sums appropriated had been properly dis- 
Lursed with strict regard to the objects intended. The parucu- 


| 








veniences are the same. In the barracks they sleep on the 
floor, and on the ground when in camp. They go through 
guard duty in succession; and, in fine, such are the regulations 
and discipline, that the combination of military duties, with 
their scientific studies, is well calculated, not only to make 
them industrious and laborious, but to inure them to the hard- 
ships of a soldier’s life. 

This branch of the inquiry involved an examination into the 
situation of the public buildings and their fitness for the pur- 
poses intended. The accommodation for the cadets, in respect 
to room, is by no means adequate to their comfort. In rooms 
of about twelve feet square, three and four, and sometimes a 
greater number of cadets, are compelled to reside. These 
rooms are badly constructed. Ir winter time, some of them 
are very cold, not having sufficient protection from the wind, 
and in summer some are uncomfortably warm, from an absence 
of ventilation. The buildings which the cadets occupy are, in 
fact, in no respect different from the ordinary barracks of the 
army, except that they are more uncomfortable and built of 
more substantial materials. The judicious expenditure of a 
small sum upon this subject would, in the opinion of the board, 
be very desirable. 

The want of accommodations for the professors and their as- 
sistants is still more manifest. The crowded state of their 
laboratory and philosophical rooms adds much to the labor 
of the instructors, and consumes much of their time. Be- 
sides this, is the hazard to which much valuable property is ne- 
cessarilyexposed. ‘The philosophical apparatus and the library, 
which are very valuable, are now in the same building with 
the chemieal laboratory, and consequently very much exposed 
to danger from fires. Nothing but extraordinary care has pre- 
served them until this time, and it certainly would not excite 
the wonder of the board, if they should learn, at an early day, 
that they were all consumed. The expenditure of $6,000 
would, in the opinion of the board, erect a suitable fire-proof 
building, and thus gnard against the unfortunate desituction of 
properiy which could not be replaced for less than $100,000, 

23d. The course of instruction. By the regulations of the war 
department, for the government of the academy, two studies 
are enumerated, (among those which are to be taught to the 
cadets), which are entirely omitted, viz: mineralogy and geolo- 





*Thus in one class (the only one we inquired of, and that se- 
lected accidentally), we found that out of 48 cadets, 26 were of 
parentage who were unatle to give them a liberal education; 
and instances are within the knowledge of some of the mem- 
bers of this board, where individuals from the humblest walks 





of life have attained the highest honors of the institulion, 
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gy; although among the required and neceasary studies, no ade- 
quate provision has been made by law for the endowment of a 
professorship. All the power which the war department has 
over the matter, is to detail a lieutenant of the army for duty; 
but as this officer cannot receive any additional compensation 
for this duty, he has-no inducement to qualify himself for teach- 
ing. ‘This is the cause why that branch of education has been 
abandoned, and it cannot probably be resumed without a spe- 
cial provision by law. ‘Tike importance of these studies ina 
military point of view is too evident to require from the board 
uny other,expression than that of their hope that areform in 
this respect will be speedily accoinplished. 

This, however, is not the only provision which the board 
have deemed necessary in order to place the different branches 
of instruction on a proper footing. ‘The very thorough course 
of instruction pursued at the academy necessarily requires a 
large number of instructors, seventeen of whom receive no 
other compensation for their services than the pay of a lieuten- 
antin the line. That pay they would receive if with their re- 
giments; and then they would not be subject to the arduous 
task now imposed upon them. Consequently, a situation at 
this academy is rather avoided by the officers of the army ihan 
sought after, and when once assumed, is abandoned as soon as 
circumstances will permit; and the board has ascertained that, 
during the three years ending on the Ist insiant, twenty-six 
officers have abandoned their situations at the Point, and that 
one professor and four assistants will leave before the end of 
the approaching vacation: making a change of thirty-one in- 
structors in little more than three years. ‘This constant change 
is a serious evil, and the interests of the institution ceriainly re- 
quire a remedy. 

It cannot excite the surprise of the department that, under 
existing circumstances, these changes should frequently occur. 
Whatever may have been the education of an officer, it is no 
slight task to qualify himself to instruct, and properly to in- 
struct; and it cannot be expected that any one would volunta- 
rily assume their extra labors, when no compensation whatever 
is allowed for them, 

Another difficulty is, that an officer, when he becomes duly 
qualified as an instructor, finds in civil life far greater induce- 
ments; and that class of individuals most useful to government, 
from their scientific attainments, have frequent ollers of three 
or four times their present compensation to assume the duties 
‘4g some civil station. Nothing but the strong sense of obliga- 
tion to the nation for their education, which pervades the gra- 
duates of this institution, has prevented a more ready accept- 
ance of these offers; and this board does not hesitate to declare 
jts firm conviction, that if government would allow to these in- 
dividuals only one-half the remuneration which they can readi- 
ly obtain in civil life for the same services, the sense of obliga- 
tion to which we have alluded would retain them in the service 
of the nation. ee 

The present situation of the professorship of chemistry Is a 
fair illustration of the evils of the presentsystem. ‘This protes- 
sorship is not endowed, and this study can be taught only by de- 
tailing an officer of the army for this purpose. The present 
teacher receives as his entire compensation $767 per annum, 
not as much as he would receive if on staff duty at some other 
post; and although by long study and practice he may well gua- 
lify himself to teach, he is liable at any moment to be ordered 
to other posts; and although some of the assistant protessors In 
other branches receive extra compensation, yet he is not allow- 
ed any, although at the head of a department, and performing 
duties as Jaborious and responsible as almost any other pro- 
fessor. 

The board of visiters feel these evils so strongly, that they 
beg leave to suggest a representation of them to congress, in the 
confident belief that there wiil be no hesitation among the re- 
presentatives of the nation in providing the necessary remedies. 

Notwithstanding all these difficulties, the course of instruc- 
tion is very perfect. The cadets are taught the rationale of 
their studies, to think for themselves, and to apply their scien- 
tific attainments to actual practice. The periodical examina- 
tions of the cadets not only test their proficiency in their stu- 
dies, but guard against-the bestowal of the care of government 
upon improper objects, Any one who is found anwiliing to un- 
dergo the hardships of his academic life, to submid to the rigid 
discipline of the mstitution, or to manifest a suitable proficien- 
cy in his studies, is dismissed. This sifting operation, if we 
may so call it, is productive of admirable results. Those only 
who are found worthy are permitted to enter the service of the 
nation. The unworthy are discharged.* The cadets are, in 
fact, part of our army. ‘They enlist for five years, and, like 
other branches of the service, are promoted only when their 
conduct justifies it. 

It became a question with this board whether this term of en- 
listment was long enough, and whether the privilege of resign- 





*The board examined the effect of this practice upon four 
classes— ’ 
One of which begun with 106 members, graduating 45 
‘é 


One of 66 66 108 66 43 
One of 66 66 119 66 66 36 
One of 66 cs lil é 66 56 

So that of 444 who entered, only LS0 


graduated; and the board is informed that 160 of that uumber 
are now in the service of the nation. 








ing at the end of one year after the close of their education had 
not been so far abused as to deprive the government of such be- 
nefits from the services of the graduates as would afford a just 
compensation for their education. 

But an examination produced this result, that of the tota| 
number, 841, who had graduated, only 65 had resigned at the 
end of their term of enlistment.* 

4th. Religious instruction. In this branch, the education is 
at present necessarily deficient. The same individual is now 
obliged to officiate as chaplain of the post and as instructor in 
rhetoric, moral philosophy and political science. He has only 
one assistant; and it is physically impossible for those two iy. 
dividuals adequately to discharge all these duties—some of then 
must be, and necessarily are neglected. The religious instruc. 
tion of the cadets appears to the board to be a matter of too 
inuch importance to be neglected. The best remedy for this 
evil which suggests itself, would be the separation of the duties 
ofthe chaplain and professor. Next to this would be the ap- 
pointment of a clerical gentleman, as ap assistant in the duties 
both of chaplain and professor; and if neither of these is prac- 
ticable, then, in the opinion of the board, an officer of the army 
ought to be detailed as second assistant to the professor. ‘This 
improvement must commend itself to the favorable attention of 
the department, by every consideration atfecting the permanent 
welfare of the cadets. 

oth. Military education and discipline. Upon this subject, the 
board cannot do better than to refer to the full report made by 
the Committee on that branch of our investigation, and to ex- 
press their full concurrence in its views. 

‘The board, however, feel themselves cailed upon to add their 
conviction Of the importatice of adhering strictly to the sound 
principles laid down by the president of the United States, in 
his letter of the 8th of December, 1835, in relation to cadet 
flammond. The restoration of cadets to the academy after their 
dismissal for incompetency or misconduct, is not only subver- 
sive of the necessary discipline of the post, but must result in 
the application of the bounty of the government to unworthy 
objects. This board believe it to be within the proper range 
of their inquiries, to ascertain how far the regulations of, and 
mode of education at, West Point, conformed to the objects for 
which the academy was instituted. ‘hey supposed the institu 
tion was “designed not only as a school in which the youth of 
the United States are to be instructed in the art of war; but 
they are in all cases of exigence to serve as an actual defence 
to the community.”’ This object seems to be kept constantly 
in view. 

The school is strictly military in its character, instructing the 
young men in the art of war, and fitting them to defend their 
country. 

It is believed to be true as a general rule, that some previous 
education is necessary to qualify a man to exercise the art of 
war. (To this, as to every other general rule, there are doubt. 
less brilliant exceptions.) If in those rude days, when every 
battle was but a series of single combats, and when brute force 
and physical courage were the only qualifications of a soldier, 
long and arduous training was an indispensable prerequisite, 
how much more is it necessary now, when war has become a 
science, and when the mental more than the physical qualities 
of man determine the issue of the contest? When this science, 
unlike all others, shall change its nature, as to be imbibed by 
intuition, then, and not till then, can a country, extensive as 
ours is, and almost surrounded by savage and intractable ene- 
inies, and in its rapid prosperity coming in collision with the 
interests of powerful nations, dispense with at least such pre- 
parations for war as naturally will flow from the education ofa 
portion of our youth for this special purpose. 

This board is free to express its opinion, that this academy is 
admirably calculated and conducted for the attainment of this 
end. All its studies and practices are essentially military, in- 
volving at once a knowledge of the seienee, and an habituation 
to the hardships of the war, so that in case of actual conflict, 
we have the nucleus of an army; anda satisfactory guaranty 
againstthe misfortunes which visited our arms at the commence- 
ment of the last war with Great Britain; and in peace we have 
a well trained band of officers devoted to the service of the 
country, capable of defending our frontiers, and extending our 
fortifications—of carrying on our great system of internal im- 
provement—of guarding us against the impositions of foreign 
empires: but, above all, of developing and ealling into action 
the undiscovered resources of our new states. 

These are advantages which we believe do necessarily flow 
from this institution. ‘They can be attained only by arduous 
and indefatigable tubor on the pitt of cadets and teachers.— 
This labor cannot be produced without adequate inducements. 





*This examination further showed that of 220 cadets who 
had, from the first organization of the academy till 1835, either 
resigned, declined a commission in the army, or been dropped, 
20 left the army one year after their graduation, 45 the second 
year, 28 the third year, 28 the fourth year, 13 the fifth year, 
Ll the sixth year, 8 the seventh year, 13 the eighth year, 7 the 
ninth year, 9the eleventh year, 4 the twelfth year, 8 the thir- 
teenth year. 4 the fourteenth year, 6 the fifteenth year, 5 the 
sixteenth year, 5 the seventeenth year, L in the eighteenth year, 
L in the nineteenth year, | in the twenty-first year and 1 in the 
twenty-third year. And of the residue of the number of gradu 
ates, 403 still remained in the service of the country, 15 had 
been killed in battle, and 106 had died im the service. 
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To this end government must provide for the education. Un- 


jess it does, the poorer classes will be deprived of the advanta- 
es of such instructions, and the richer will discover no motive 
for undergoing the hardships necessary to its attainment, _ 
These advantages are happily combined in this institution, 
and with the fostering care of the gevernment, may easily be 
made to conduce to the permanent wellare of the whole na- 
a conclusion, the board of visiters earnestly recommend 
this institution to the care and attention of the government. 
Their examination affords them ample reason to know that the 
intention of, the nation in regard to it is faithfully executed. 
“The instructors teach, in defiance of obstacles,”’ and the gra- 
duates, after a most searching and rigid scrutiny, bave evinced 
a knowledge of their profession, which cannot but be valuable 
to the country whenever its exigencies shall call it into prac- 


ice. 
West Point, June 18, 1836. 
(Signed) 
R. C. FOSTER, of ‘Tennessee, president. 
LOUIS MARSHALL, Kentucky. 
NATHANIEL GREENE, Massachusetts. 
JOHN TRAVERS, New Jersey. 
ALLAN McDONALD, New York. 
JOHN McLEAN, do. 
MORGAN L. SMITH, do. 
JOHN MUSHAT, North Carolina. 
JAMES PEACOCK, Penn. secretary. 
J. W. EDMONDS, New York. 
DAVID E. TWIGGS, U. States army. 
J. HENRY DURMONT, R. Island. 
GUSTAVUS F. DAVIS, Connecticut. 
JOHN HENDERSON, Pennsylvania. 
JAMES KINNEAR, do. 
ALFRED JOHNSON, jr. Maine. 
ALFRED LVERSON, Georgia. 
B. A. BIDLACK, Penusyivania. 
EDWARD HERRICK, do. 
GEO. M. KEIM, do. 
‘ A. W. CHILDS, Massachusetts. 
DAVID J. BAKER, Illinois. 
JAMES RYAN, New York. 

The undersigned most cordially concurs in the above report, 
only asking indulgence to express a doubt which be entertains 
respecting the right of the federal government to establish such 
an institution as the military academy at West Point. 

. JOHN D. PHELAN, Alabama. 
Lelter of the president of the United States in relation to cadet 
Hammond’s restoration to the military academy. 
Washington, December 8, 1835. 

Cadet Hammond will be restored to the military academy 
after the Ist day of January next, if he shall then be found com- 
petent to euter the class he left. 

In directing this restoration, however, I am influenced more 
by a regard to the remission of punishments, which has recently 
taken place at the military academy, and which may have in- 
duced cadet Hammend to think lightly of the offence he com- 
mitted, than to any extenuating circumstances in his case. He 
has been guilty of a serious military offence. A proper subor- 
dination is essential in all the departments of the army. As it 
is the duty, so it should be the pride, of the young gentlemen 
atthe military academy, to obey the laws, regulations, and 
orders for the government of that institution. 

The very improper proceedings which took place, and which 
led to the conviction of cadet Hammond, are highly censurable. 
if the cadets experience injuries from any person at the mili- 
tary academy, whether in authority or not, the regulations point 
out the mode in which redress shall be obtained. This must 
be pursued; and it will always be found effectual. Butif they 
undertake to decide in their own cases, and tumultuously to 
seek their own remedy, it is obvious that the discipline of the 
academy, and the institution itself, would be destroyed. This 
will never be suffered. In this case, the proceedings were 
marked with another extraurdinary feature. A claim seems to 
have been interposed, and in fact practically asserted, to carry 
from the commons certain victuals, which, if not consumed at 
the table, belonged to the contractor, and the resolutions pass- 
ed in support of this claim, appear to be as grave as if some 
unalienated principal of human. nature were to be wrested 
from these young gentlemen. Ail this is in very bad taste, and 
Whatis still worse, it is wrong in itself. I need not point out 
the error Of the pretentions set up by these young gentlemen. 
I'am sure they will perceive it at unce in their moments of re- 
flection. 

I had hoped that a lenient system of administration would be 
found sufficient for the government of the military academy. 
But I have been disappointed, and itis now time to be more 
rigorous in enforcing its discipline. If the young gentlemen 
who are sent and educated there by their country, will not de- 
inean themselves as they are required_to do by the regulations, 
they must suffer the prescribed punishments. Hereafter, there- 
Ore, the sentences of courts martial will, when legal and regu- 
ar, be confirmed; and the punishment will be remitted only in 
€ases recommended by them, or where the circumstances may 
appear so very favorable as to justify such a measure. 

But the members of the institution must make no calcula- 
tons on a favorable result, Let them look to their obligations 
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and fulfil them faithfully. Unless they do, they must expect to 
be visited by adequate punishments. 

That those views may be known, the secretary of war will 
communicate this order to the superintendent of the military 
academy, who will cause the same to be promulgated there. 

(Signed) ANDREW JACKSON. 


—~— 9B BD Otere— 


LIFE AND CUARACTER OF THE PATROON. 

You ask me to tell you who the person called “the Patroon,’? 
in the state of New York, may be, and whatis the meaning of 
this appellation? [In my answer | shall reverse the order. The 
tile ps a Dutch one, and means the lord of the manor, or a 
large landholder. Although there are many descendants of the 
first settlers of this state, who are now in possession of large 
landed interests, yet the honorable Stephen Vaa Rensselaer, 
now of Albany, is the one known by the name of the Patroon, 
by way of pre-eminence. .He was born in the city of New 
York in the fall of 1764, and has, of course, now passed his 
seventy-first year. He was born to afiluence, having come 
into possession of one of the entailed estates of an original 
proprietor of the-New Netherlands, who heid his claims under 
the states general of Holland, and from Indian grants. He 
finished his collegiate education at Llarvard university, and was 
liighly respected in his class, although he was quite young 
when he graduated. After leaving college, he read law to 
qualify himself fur a statesman, but without any intention to 
practice in the profession. He was early engaged in the public 
business of the state of New York. He was eleeted, when 
quite a young man, Jicutenant-governor of New York, when 
the illustrious Jobu Jay was governor. He was then account- 
ed worthy of being a coadjutor of such a man as John Jay. In 
the deepest hour of confusion, when every patriot bad to strug- 
gle hard for the blessings of a federal constitution, he was true 
to his post, and his honesty was never deubted. The most 
furious of his political opponents will acknowledge that he has 
been as exalted for liis sense of justice as for his active be- 
nevolenece. In 1812, he was one of those men who supported 
the war, from a belief, all things considered, that after it had 
been commenced, we had no alternative but to fight it out. 
Under governor Tompkins, he accepted the command of the 
militia on the frontier. He marched at the shortest warning 
to the defence of the soil, and bearded the enemy in his line, 
showing bis military powers as well as his patriotism and 
moral courage. He never shunned any danger that was ne- 
cessary for him to go through. He expended from his resources 
freely to arm and equip his division, and, with the magnanimi- 
ty of Washington, thought not of his own emoluments, but of 
his country’s honor and safety. 

In the infancy of the great system of internal improvements, 
he commenced his course for the good of the states believing 
that New York was as rich as other countries in its mineral 
kingdom, be caused a geological survey to be made at his own 
expense, from the sea coast to the shores of Lake Erie. This 
act was as useful as munificent. This was a pioneer labor; 
but little had been done in this way except in search of pre- 
cious metals and particular objects. 

He was one of the leaders in the great work of joining the 
waters of the lakes with those of the ocean. With Clinton 
and others he threw all the weight of his character into the 
scale and deserves his share of glory; and there is enough of 
itto be divided among many, granting to De Witt Clinton the 
greatest shure. 

In the days of the deepest corruption, his moral or political 
honesty was neverdoubted. His fiercest opponents in political 
life were constrained to bear testimony to his being “the pa- 
triotic and the just.?? Aristides never deserved the title more 
than this New Yorker. In his course as a member of the 
national legislature, he maintained the same exalted reputa- 
tion. There is more than one memorable instanee of his re- 
fusal to sacrifice the slightest principle of justice to sustain a 
party. 

He has as many tenants as some of the German princes, and 
yet not one of them ever complained of his being a hard mas- 
ter; on the contrary, be has been so easy with them, from fa- 
ther to son, that the lessees feel that they are nearly possessors 
of the soil in feesimple. [fone of his tenants is unfortunate 
in his circumstances, by sickness or fire, he has only to make 
his case known to the Patroon, and all is well. It is said, by 
good judges, that he might fairly realize three times the rent he 
now receives from his tenants, if he chose. If a nobleman in 
England, ora prince on the continent, was not to take a third 
partof the rent that their tenants could bear, would not his 
name be resounded in every portion of the globe; and the world 
hail him as “*the man of Ross,’?’? in a colossus of Rhodes? He 
has been ever desirious of diffusing knowledge, and has given 
liberally for that purpose. He founded a school to hold an in- 
termediate place between the common school and the college; 
ithas been some years in successful operation, and is now sup- 
ported from his own purse. 

As an agriculturist, he has been the foremost in the state; 
sparing no expense or exertions to benefit the farming interests, 
and is now deeply engaged in the cause. 

In the promotion of temperance he has been assiduous and 
successful, teaching by precept and example, bat he never 
joined those intemperate fanatics who wished to banish the 
wine cup from the communion table. He never can be made 





an ultra in any thing. Heis a valuable member of the Coloni- 










































































































































































$28 NILES’? REGISTER—JULY 9, 1886—LAW CASE. 


tt ne eter eee eee 


zation society—a philanthropist who would diffuse happiness 
among all mankind as far as he could, but would not open the 
flood-gates of evil to push a principle to the extreme. Happy 
Im great wealth, in the proper use of it; in a green old age, and 
in virtuous children, he still continues the even tenor of his 
way without any complaint that he has not had higher honor, 
in political life,or more influence in directing his country’s 
destinies. Such aman may and will enjoy every moment of 
his existence, thanking heaven that he has lived so long, not 
regretting that the boundaries of human life are so short. He 
never sought for that momentary and extravagant gratitude 
from the suffering poor relieved by his bounty, which is so 
grateful to many good minds. No,he does better; he strives 
rather to prevent evils than to cure them. If he seldom hears 
the noisy huzzas of the multitude which are so facinating to 
the ambitious, he never fails, wherever he goes, to ‘tread his 
history in a nation’s eyes,” for he never expended a cent of 
his wealth, nor wasted a moment of his precious time, to aid 
arbitrary power, or to foment party feuds. In social life his 
friendships have been steady, warm and permanent; and his 
entities, notwithstanding his refined feelings and high sense 
of honor, have always been placable; he could forgive the 
fiercest bursts of passion, if he could be persuaded there was no 
violation of principle in them. 

Every day finds him alike assiduous in cherishing the good 
of society; his bounties, his wishes, and his petsonal exertions, 
as the rain, the dews and the sun upon vegetation, give a ver- 
dure to all around him. Very seldom do we find in the study 
_ of man a perfect symmetry of character; excellence and de- 
fects are thrown together, and we must, in general, judge of 
the character by balancing the different properties, but in the 
one we are now attempting to describe, the virtues are so well 
commingled, that, like the colors of light in a clear and lovely 
sky, they form the lustre of the perfect day. If in the diorama 
of his life there are no mountains of the first magnitude, nor 
cataracts of stupendous plunge, the whole landscape is one of 
extended views, abounding in magnificent rivers and lovely 
brooks, en whose borders are enchanting bowers and classic 
temples. There is not a tree in the whole landscape that has 
not brought forth its fruits in due season, and is not now as 
thrifty as ever. Aspurious and transitory fame may arise in 
a few years, sweep through the land, for evil or for good, and 
when the historian shall come to examine it with discrimina- 
tion*and impartiality, it will be found to bave been only a 
luminous vapour that arose in the damps and twilight of so- 
ciety; buta fame founded on intelligence, benevolence, cor- 
poreal and moral courage, kindly dispositions, refined affec- 
tions, active duties and sound priuciples will grow brighter by 
the lapse of time, and become more firmly fixed in the me- 
mory and heart of each succeeding generation. 

In person, Mr. Van Rensselaer is tall, spare, majestic and 
graceful, His countenance is full of intellect and composure, 
bearing an evidence of his having obtained a mastery over his 
passions, whatever they may have been. His manners are 
delicate, refined and gentlemanly, equally removed from aristo- 
cratic pride on the one hand, and from office seeking familiarity 
on the other. Such men are “‘cedars in the garden of God that 
cannot be hid,’? and grow far apart even there. 

This hasty notice of Mr. Van Rensselaer was written by one 
who has no debt of gratitude to pay him, nor personal motives 
to eulogize him. ‘This character was sketched for a gallery of 
mental portraits, selected at pleasure from among the good and 
great of our countrymen, who will form the jewels in the 
crown of our nation’s glory, and which will descend as heir- 
Jooms to posterity. If, at times, the writer has dipped bis pen 
in his heart, when its currents flowed faster than they now do, 
and has left some of his pictures colored as of the Titian school, 
in this instance he can safely say, that all is subdued and tame, 
and the ‘‘image paler than life.’? K. 

a OB Storm 
LAW CASE. 
Supreme judicial court, Massachusetts. 
Dedham, Norfolk county, June 8 and 9—present justice Patnam. 

Extraordinary case of cruelty on board of a whaling ship, 
which resulted in reducing the sufferer to madness. In August, 
1832, the plaintiff, John C. Bull, aged 19 years, shipped as **boat 
steerer’? on board of the whaler **Mount Vernon,?? commanded 
by captain Edwin Coffin, the defendant. Most of the ship’s 
company, and all the officers with the exception of Bull, be- 
longed to Nantucket, from which port the Mount Vernon sail- 
ed. Itis surmised that the ill usage to which Bull was subject- 
ed on the voyage, originated from the fact that he eame from a 
different section of the state from his shipmates. It was proved 
that he was sober, enterprising, conrageous and competeat to 
discharge the duties of his office, the most honorable and ex- 
citing function of which was that of *‘harpooner,”’? which, when 
his boat hove alongside of a whale was assigned to another. 
He often requested the *‘post of honor and danger,” and in one 
instance, on board of the same boat, did strike a whale, and as 
well as any could have done, although it was his first attempt. 
He was extremely moriified at being superseded in his duty, 
and in his manners exhibited the natural effects of his disap- 
pointment. 

When the Mount Vernon put into Tombez. Captain Coffin, 
as is the custom, entertained some brother captains with wine 
from the ship’s stores. Subsequently, on the same day, Bull 
had some brother boat steerers on board to see him, and he took 
an unfinished bottle of wine from the captain’s room, opposite 














his own, and treated his company. The testimony inelined io 
the side, that though it was usual for captains and mates to en. 
tertain company on the ship’s stores, it Was NOt Customary for 
petty officers todo so. Commodore Downes thonght if it was 
an offence it was but a very trivial one. Bull Was, howeve; 

dis-rateu, sent forward, put to scrubbing decks, ordered to go 
aloft and deprived of his “‘iay.?? This treatment affected jis 
mind; he began to talk wild, and was regarded as sullen. Once 
he was kept on deck a whole day, and not allowed any watch 
below. At another time he was kept the whole night at the 
windlass, while itrained. In the morning, being the 7th of 
June, he went below, refused to speak or eat, and fay in his 
berth till it was thought he was dying. The hands were con- 
vinced that he was sick, and so informed the captain, who had 

him. removed to the cabin, where he received the necessary at- 
tention, but refused to eat for 8 or 9 days, till some soup was 
forced into his mouth. He began to revive a little, and captain 
Coffin, suspecting that he was shamming sick, drove him ont 
of the cabin, but would not allow any one to heip him trke his 
chest out and drag it forward. The officers, by the captain’s 
orders, continued to treat him as ‘shamming.’? He was eon- 
fined in the fore-hold, and kept on bread and water by Coffin’s 
orders. 

In addition to these degrading privations, he was struck in 
the face, and finally twice seized up by the thumbs and regu- 
larly flogged, till the blood flowing from the wounds on his back 
ran on to the deck. The ‘*cat”? used bad four tails; at the first 
flogging, on the 7th of July, he received 25 lashes, and on the 
second 23—some of them were struck on the small of the back 
—or loins.* He was once dragged out of his hiding place in the 
hold, where he had nothing to lie on but a coil of rope, at mid- 
night, and flogged by a mate. He was also flogged by the cap- 
tain, who declared that he would not only give his officers leave 
to flog him, but also the foremast hands. These measures en- 
tirely failed to restore Bull to his health or senses, and captain 
Coffin regarding him as incurable, took him on board the Poto- 
mac, then on that station, for the purpose of inducing commo- 
dore Downes to take him home. Captain Coffin told commo- 
dore Downes that he had used him with great severity, and 
still thought a good flogging would do him good, and when his 
body was examined on board of the Potomac, the scars on his 
back were plain and distinct. 

As the Potomac was at that time under orders to cruize for 
several months under the *‘line,”’ it was deemed unfit for Bull 
to be exposed to the climate so long, and com. Downes recom- 
mended Coffin to send bim home in the first whaler that should 
sail. Capt. Coffin could not readily get an opportunity of doing 
this, and in the month of August, 1833, set him ashore at Payta, 
where he was placed in a small grog shanty on the beach. 
‘l'bere was no bed or any domestic conveniences in this shanty, 
nor did it appear that capt. Coffin provided for him in that situa- 
tion. He was found in this place by the officers of the Potomac, 
and was conveyed on board in a state of idiocy. By kind treat- 
ment his life was keptin him, but nota glimmering of reason 
was perceptible when he arrived in Boston, in June, 1834. His 
brother first awakened consciousness in him, by playing a fa- 
miliar tune to him on the flute;-and by degrees he gradually 
returned to a state of sanity, but accompanied with bodily de- 
bility. 

A prosecution for damages was commenced in July, 1834, bnt 
for upwards of a year much time was necessarily spent in pro- 
curing depositions, evidence, &c. Last spring it became neces- 
sary to prepare fully‘for his trial, which has recently taken place, 
and Bull had for this purpose to hold an interview with bis 
counsel. In this interview, it was requisite to trace minutely 
the painful history of the facts, and so harrowing were they to 
the mind of Ball, that he became furiously and irrevocably mad, 
and was sent to the State Lunatic Asylum at Worcester, where 
he will probably soon terminate his miserable life. 

Three pleas in justification were set up—alleging mutiny, 
theft and drunkenness, on the part of Bull. There being no te:- 
limony to support these pleas, they were expressly abandoned 
in the argument in defence. This is spoken of as being very 
able, and proceeded on the ground that capt. Coffin had mista- 
ken the condition of Bull, and had only adopted the usual mode 
of reducing a refractory seamen to obedience, and after it became 
obvious that he was deranged, he had only acted according !° 
the formerly universally received notion that insanity could 
only be cured by punishment. 

After being out some time, the jury came into court, and de- 
clared that they could not possibly agree upon any particular 
measure of damages. One of them said, that one of bis fellows 
was determined to have a mind ‘Of his own. Mr. Derby told 
them that it was essential to his client that a verdict of some 
kind should be rendered at that time, as another trial could not 
be had till next spring, before which time Bull would in all pro- 
bability be dead. ; 

The jury retired again, and after another discussion, came '" 
with a verdict of one thousand dollars damages. The jury 
were generally in favor of giving from five to six thonsand dol- 
lars, but one struck out a long time for four or five hundred. 








*Contrary to the regulations for army or naval flogging. In 
Russia the punishment of death is inflicted by the knout. The 
executioner first lays on a number of stripes on the back, with 
the knout, and concludes by striking a sudden and peculiat 
blow with it on the loins, which instantly despatches the con- 
demned, 
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